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length into a luminous history of the several tariff acts; briefly 
touched on the great benefits conferred by them on the North- 
ern section of the Union, rendering the agriculturists ef the 
Routh hewers of wood and drawers of water for ther more 
skillul aod selfish fellow-citizens. He spoke of the indignant 
feelings which theact of 1828 bad excited in every part of his 
Biate, and said that it was with some difficulty that the leading 
politicians there had been able to restrain the people from a 
more violent expression of their disapprobation. Mr. H. 
hkened this state of feeling in the South to that produced in 
New England by the embargo act, during Mr. Madisow’s ad- 
ministration, Which he severely censured. But there was this 
difference between the embargo and taritf laws. The first, 
though unwise and oppressive, was within the pale of the Con- 
stituuion, While the latter were as odious for their unconatitu- 
tionality as for their injustice. Why did not New England 
rebel against theembargo law? Inthe first place, the Consutu- 
tion Was not violated by that act unwise as it was; and, in the 
second place, there was another reason more potent than that, 
and that was, New England well knew that she had “better 
endure the ills that were before Aer than fly to others that ehe 
knew notof.” She well knew the value of the Union to her, 
and the loss she must in-urif deprived of her profits on the 
agricultural labor of the South. 


Mr. H. then spoke of the force bill, which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts said had been designated as “the bloody 
bill,’ and said that he never called it the “bloody bill.” He 
knew very well, that fiery as were these spirits who, at a meet- 
ing in Boston, resolved to rally round General Jackson, as 
stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts, they were too in- 
mately acquainted with their owa_ interests tocarry out their 
valiant resolves. Th y knew thatif they dissolved the Union 
by marching on South Carolina, New England might be pre- 
served as a sick man would be after his vitals had been re- 
moved; and therefore after all their clash of arms and flourish 
of trumpets, they were very willing to lay down the sword, 
and take up the pen. They went into acalculation—of what? 
of patriotism? No, sit; it was of the value of the Union in 
doliarsani cents. Ile would appeal to every man on that floor 
whether, in the progress of the whole affair, they saw any thing 
like dismay in the bearing of any of the delegation of South 
Carolina, as alleged by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Though the numbers of the people of the State might be few; 
not more than the population of the city of New York, as ihe 
gentleman saeeringly remarked; they were firm in their pur- 
pose, confident in the justice of their cause, and with 
a full reliance on Divine Providence, they were ready to abide 
the result. Did the gentleman doubt that if two hundred and 
filly or two hundred and sixty thousand of such a population 
had gone into the battle, they would have sccnmapiishel a revo- 
lution not very advantageous to the interests of the people he 
represents! Was not the moral effect produced by their bold 
and virtuous daring, standing out in bold relief before the gen- 
tleman’s eyes? Te denied emphatically that the delegation 
from South Carolina had evinced any such symptoms of weak- 
ness as the gentieman intimated. The gentleman intimated 
that the members from South Carolina, alarmed at the predica- 
mentin which they had placed themselves, after vaunting what 
they would do, were for dodging the question. 

Mr. ADAMS interrupted Mr. H. and denied that he used any 
such language. 

Mr. HOLM®#S said that if the gentleman did not use that lan- 
guage in his Saturday’s speech, he used it on a former occasion. 
But he would ask the gentieman distinctly, did he not say that 
the members from South Carolina went about this floor with de- 
jected countenances, begging members to compromise? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, sir. I said so in substance; and I re- 

eat It. 

Mr. HOLMES, The gentleman, then, repeats it. He would, 
therefore, ask if there were any members now present who 
were here on that occasion, whether they saw any thing like 
dismay in Mr. McDuffie, or if he was one of those who went 
about begging for a compromise. 

(Mr. Apam3. No, sir; Mr. McDuffie wasnot one of them. ] 

Did Mr. Barnewell, with his high sease of honor and 
chivalrous feelings, forgetful of his Revolutionary ances- 
try, show any thing like dismay? No, sir, 1 know he did 
not. Can it be believed that the other gallant and high 
minded gentlemen from my State would have acted in the 
unbecoming manner that the gentleman intim ites? No, sir, I 
Venture to say that the gentleman will exceptthem, Weil, then, 
who were tie gentlemen who went about with dismay, begging a 
compromise? He doubied not they were grave and thoughtul, tor 
knowing how near they s‘ood to the hearts of their constituents, 
and the high responsibility devolving on them, they could not 
but iookon the tremendous conflict that was approaching with 
the most grave aud seriuus reflections. But they were calm, 
united, and determined in their purpose, ‘They knew that the 
Northern horde with which General Jackson threatened to 
sweep down on the sunny South, and carry ruin and destruction 
to the homes of their wives and litle ones, was alien to them in 
sympathies and feelings; but they were confident in their own 
strength, and calmly abided the result, Would the gentleman 
from Massachusetis say that there was no danger of bloodshed, 
and that the apprehensions of the other States had no share in 
bringing about this compromise? Would the gentleman say that 
it Was humanity only, and to save the distmguis:.ed citizen of 
South Caroliaa inthe other House from being executed by 
General Jackeou, under the second section, which effected the 
Passage of this compromise Why, the gentlemau hiinself 
showed thatthe bill was hurried through this House, in viola 
tion of its rules, and by the screwsof the previous question. 
Was not that some evidence that apprehensions were entertain- 
¢lin other parts of the House? He was very ready to admit 
that the gentleman himself waa opposed to the bill. He had 
no doubi but the venerable gentleman wuld have been the 
willing. standard bearer of General Jackson in marching on 
South Carolina. [Mr. ADAMs here made a gesture of «dissent. ) 
He could not doubt but thegeatleman, from the indications he 


had repeatedly given of raucorous hostility to the Mouth, would 
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have been the willing standard bearer on such an occasion, 


Had he not evinced this hostility on every suitable occas:o ? 
Did he not promulgate the doctrine to the fanatics of the North, 
that in the event of a war, foreign or domestic, there would 
bea way through the treaty making power by which the 
South could be deprived ofits property?) Did he not know that 
theseedshe had sown would take rootin the minds of the 
Northern fanatics, and that although he says that be is notan 
Abolitionist, he is looked upon as their captain?) Mr. EL con- 
cluded by briefly recapitulating his ebjections to the bill. He 
believed itto be unwise and impolitic, because it levied reve- 
nue that was unn: ceesary for the wants of the Government— 
unwise, because it unseitied exchanges, and would injurious af- 
fect the commercial transactionsof the country. And he was 
also opposed to it because it would rouse up further efforts 
from the people of the high tariff section of the country again 
to fasten on it that odious system. 

Mr. SERGEANT spoke with great earnestness and power in 
favor of the passage of the bill; examining it especially with 
reference to its bearing upon the compromise act, and contend 
ing thatits provisions, whilst they amounted to a repeal of the 
act of July, 1832, did not affect or interfere with the provisions 
of the compromise act. 

Mr. GILMER next took the floor, and spoke at some length 
in favor of the motion to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. In referring to the compromise act, hesaid that the true 
characteristics of that act which recommended it strongly to 
him, were that it contemplated that duties were to be levied for 
revenue only, and in the next place to the amount only neces- 
sary to the supply of the economical wants of the Government. 
He begged leavetocall the attention of the committee to the 
principle recognised in the language of the compromise—a 
principle whic) ought to be recogoised in all time ta come by 
every department of the Government. Itis, said he, that duties to 
be raised for revenue are to be raised to such an amount only as 
isnecessary foran economical administration of the Govern- 
ment. Some incidental protection must necessarily be given, 
and he, for one, coming from an anti tariff portion of the coun- 
try, would not ebjecttoit. But, said he, we were told yesterday 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, |Mr. Apams,] that he 
dil not consider the Compromise binding, becaus: 1 was a 
compact between the ~cuth and the West, in which New Eng- 
land was nota party, and it was crammed down her throat by 
the previous question, he voting against it. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania said to-day almost the same thing, for he 
considered i merely a pointof honor which he was willing to 
concede to the South, and that object gained, there was no longer 
reason for adhering toi‘. 

Did the gentleman contend thatno law was binding on New 
England, and on him, unless it is sanctioned by him and the 
New England delegation? Sir, said Mr. G. I believe that it is 
binding whether sanctioned by New Engiand or not. The gen- 
tleman said that he would give the public lands to the States, 
and the compromise act to the dogs Sir, if the lands are to 
be given to the States, if upwards of three millions are to be 
deducted from that source of revenue, and we are then te be 
told that this furnishes a pretext, first for borrowing, and then 
for taxing the people, we may well feel cause for insisting on 
the obligations of the compromise. Sir,said Mr. G. gentlemen 
know very well that there is some virtue in the compromise 
act, and that though it may be repudiated by a few of the re- 
presentatives of the peeple, yet the people themselves will ad- 
here to it asthe means of averting the greatestof evils. But he 
had seen enough to show him that the power of giving might 
be construed as the power of taking, and he should not be sur- 
prised to see a proposition to assumethe debts of the States— 
for the more that you give, the more that is wanted. 

after some further remarks, Mr. G. eaid that he was opposed 
tothe hurrying of this important measure through atthe pre- 
sent session. Let us wait until sufficient information is obtained 
to enable usto actjudiciously. Let us wait to inquire whether 
there is any necessity for raising an increased revenue of eight 
millions of dollars from articles, all of which, under tbe com- 
ptomuise act, are either free of duty or liable to a duty of less 
than 20 percent. Let us not be told that on account of the ap- 
prepriations fora home squadron and for fortifications amount- 
ing to about three millions of dollars, that it is necessary to raise 
thislarge sum. We have already borrowed twelve millions of 
dollars, and during the remainder of the year, Mr. Ewing tells 
us that the customs will yield five millions, which together, 
will make seventeen millions of dollars of available means in 
the Treasury. Then there was a large sum in the hands of the 
disbursing #tficers of the Government, and he ventured to aszert 
that there would be more than twenty millions at the disposal of 
the Treasury before the expiration of the neat session of Con- 
gress, Are we to be toh!, said Mr G. that we are to increase 
toe tariff in orderto give to the States this fourth instalment 
under the deposite act? No, sir; let us arrest this course of ex- 
travaganee atthe outse!; let usarrest that bill which is now 
hanging in the other House, [the Distribution bill,) and which 
I trust will ever hang there. Let us arrest that bill and the 
proceeds from that source will, in the coming four years, pay 
this twelve million loan. But these measures are alla fart of 


the same sysiem. Distribution is used as a pretext for 
a loan, and a loan is used as a pretext for high da- 
ties. This was an extraordinary ses‘ion of Congresa, 


and inasmuch as there would be within a few months a regular 
session—inasmuch as the Committee on Commerce had re- 
ported a resolution contemplating the organization of a select 
committee, with a view to the collection of information to aidin 
the revision of the tariff jor revenue—and inasmuch as the 
compromise goes fully into operation in July next--he thought 
that wisdom, as well asjustice, demanded that they should not 
hurry through so important a measure, when i was not ab- 
solutely essential to the wants of the Government. 

After some further remarks, Mr. G. said that it was time that 
he and his Whig friends should understand one another. He 
wanted now to understand what were the carcinal principles of 
the W ig party.of which he wasan humble member. Ile had 
for six orseven years been a member of that party, and though 
he understood ‘he'r principies, but he much feared that he had 
been acting under some delusion; and now that they were ai! 
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here together, he wished to come to a porfect understanding. 
Sir, eaid Mr. G, we have heard very often here that the peop « 
of the United States have deci'ed upon the great questions 
which now agitate the country, amd that all we have todo is to 
register their edicts. He denied this in toto He would tell 
seatlemen what the people did decide. They decided that there 
had been a wasteful adminisiration of the people's money, 
and that there should be economy, not niggardly, but hberal 
economy, in the public expenditures. ‘They decided that there 
should be a reaponsimility of public officers to the laws and to 
the Consutution. They decided that there should tea redue- 
tiog of the power and patronage of the Execuuve branch of the 
Government, and a restriction of all the Depariments of the Go- 
vernment to the objects for which they were constituted. They 
decided that there should be no proscription for opinion's sake; 
and, sir, if there Was one principle more strongly avowed than 
another during the last Presidential contest, which echoed from 
one side of the continent to the other, it was that there should 
he no proscription for opinion’s éake. And yet, saul Mr. G, 

hen we are assembled in grand council for the first time, what 
do we hear? Why,sir, we are to be proscribed for opinion's 
sake: for the sake of opinions which we always honvatly, it may 
be ignorantly, entertained. LThope, said Mr. G. that we shall 
not exhibit the singular spectacle of the Whig party proscrib- 
ing a Wig President for opinion’s sake. It would indeed pre- 
sent a ludicrous spectacle to the people of the United states, 
The President of the United States has kept the faith he always 
professed; and if now you are disposed to quarrel with him be- 
cause he, with those whe think with him, has certain abstrac- 
tions, and would not, atter he got into power, turn Turk or Ma- 
hommedan, the sin wilt be yours 

Let us, said Mr. G. say a werd about abstractions. They 
are certain great principles which rezuiate the conduct of men, 
morally and politically. Mr. G. here gave a view of bis politi- 
cal faith, and contrasted it with that of thoee who are im favor 
ofa strong Government, and who would accomplizh the objects 
they have in view by construction, if they can do it by no other 
means. But these opinions, said Mr.G. way be regarded as 
abstractions, He teared that the Constitution iteelf might be 
regarded as an abstraction. The ten commandments—the New 
Testament, on which the hopes of man here and hereatter are 
founded, area set of abstractions, The old adage, that henesty 
is the best policy, is regarded by the highwayman asa miserable 
abstraction, There were many sortsof abstractions, There 
was one abstraction which guards the people’s money in their 
Treasury, and another abstraction which would abstract it from 
them without their consent. He was for the one and not for 
the other. Ue was amused yesterday to hear the gentleman 
from New Jersey, (Mr. Haustep,) in speaking of the Adminia- 
tration of the venerable geutleman from Massachusetts, say that 
if that Administration had been suffered to go on, we should 
have seen leggof this, leas of that, and less of the other, than we 
have seen. & gentleman termed the party who supported 
that Adminisffation as the Whig party. Now he, Mr. G. was 
always of opinion that the Whig party took its date from the 
year 1833. fit dated from 1829, the gentieman should remem- 
ber that 

“In Adam’s fall, 
We sinnedall.”’ 

If, indeed, the Whig party was of so early a date, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts was entitled to take the lead in it, 
He is enutled to lead here, and wherever it is avowed that the 
party of 1829 was the Whig party. But let the gentieman re- 
member thatthe excesses of the twe last Presidents had in- 
duced many of their friends to sec de from them, and that the 
seceders from the Jackson and Van Buren ranks forin the ma- 
jority ofthe Whig party. We formed a union, said Mr. G. with 
the opposition party of that day, and though we differed with 
them about abstractions as we do now, he asked gentiemen if our 
differences of opinien were thrown up to us when they were 
beating up for recruits? If the administration of the venerable 
gentleman from Maassachusetta was the commmenc: ment of the 
Whig party, how was it at the time of General Jackson’a pro- 
clamaiion? Who were the Whigs then? He heard that 
the venerable gentleimai was ready to buckle on his armor in 
support of the proclamation. ‘hat did gentlemen want? 
Did they want to form a new party. If so he was con- 
tent, but they must not ask him to join them. He wanied 
the people of this country to know who it was who 
wanted to form anew party Are the doctrines of 1829 
and those of the gentleman from Moessachuecette to pre- 
vail? Will you, said he, take the principles avowed here by 
him that by virtue of the treaty-making power every slave on 
this continent may be set free? It appeared that no man was 
now considered as sound in his political faith whe would not 
vote for a Bank of the United States; for a distribution bill when 
the Treasury was empty; or a bankrupt law when the Govern- 
ment itself might be the first totake the benefitof it. Sir. G, eaid 
that a new party had been formed, and he was content. He 
would form no new party, but would rest himself on these ab- 
stractions. Heshould endeavor, for one, to carry out the prin- 
ciples which had been professed by the Whig party during the 
late Presidential contest. These were, practical, enduring re- 
form; and when he was told that because he would not change 
bis opinions he would die of abstractions, he would axswer that 
he wouldsettle that matter with his conatiuents. He wasata 
loss to perceive how the people had approved in the election of 
Harrieon and Tyler what they condemned in the defeat of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 
~ After some furiher remarks from Mr. G. 

Mr. LINN addressed tie comm. ttee at some length in oppesi- 
tion to Mr. ATHERTON’s motion to strike out the enacting clause, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose. and, after some remarke, submit. 
ted the following amendment, which he wrehed tobe read for 
the information of the House.” He knew it wae uot then in or- 
der to offerit, but he fearedihbat he micht not have another op- 
portunity. The amendment was then read as follows; 

“mec. 5. And be ii further enacted, That, after the 2) day of 
February next, there shall be lard. collected, and paid on all 
wines and stike,the growth, produce, and manuf-cture of 

France or her colonies, in whele or in part, thirty per cent.ad 
valorem: Provided, nevertheless, U the “Regie” of France 
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shall, in the opinion of the President of the United States, be so 
modified as to reduce the price of tobacco in the Jeaf, the growth 
and produce of the Unite! Siates, to less than fifty cen's per 

yund in France, the duty on the wines and silks aforeeaid shall 
bs reduced to twenty per cent. ad valorem; and ifthe “Regie” 
shall be so modified as to reduce the price of tobacco in the 
leaf, the growth and produce of the United Siates, to less than 
seventy five cenus per pound in France, bat not so low as filty 
¢ents, ihe duty on the wines and siks aforesaid shall be reduced 
to twenty-five per ceatum ad valorem; and (he President of 
the United States shall, by his proclamation, direct and tix the 
amount of duty to be collected on the Wine and silks aforesaid, 
from time to time, under the provisions of (hia section, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD agaid that he wished to test the sense of 
that House on the subject embraced in that amendment, and he 
thought he could present a case in which the principle of reta- 
liatory duties sho Hd be appled now, ifitever ie to be applied, 
onany occasion, He believed that the doctrine of free trade 
was very much ofan abstraction. We wasin favor of it, iit 
ever ceuld be got; bathe believed that we never could get it 
until we could makeall mankind brothers, aud until wecon'!d 
convert all the monarchies of the worldinto repubhes. Now 
he wae in favor of al! this most hearuly, but until it could be 
brought about, it was perfectly idle va talk about free trade 
You mus said he, look at what foreign nations are doing, and 
yon must operate on their trade as they operateon yours. In 
short, sari he, you should deal with nations as you would deal 
with individuals; and just as you flad your neighbor throwing 
obstacles in the way of your business, so should you throw ob- 
staclesin the way of bis. Mr. U, then commented at some 
length on the oneroug tariff imposed by France and England 
or our tobacco, and convended that we ought to impose coun- 
tervailing duties on their products,in order to compe! them to do 
us justice. France, he said, imposed a duty on our tobacco of up- 
warda of 1000 per cent. while we admitted her silks free of duty 
and her wines at a mere nominal duty of 2or3 percent. Mr. U. 
called upon his Southern friends to give their aid to the 
measure he proposed, and reminded them that England only 
took their cotton now, while she found it to be her interest to do 
80; thatshe was taking measures to enable her to do without it, 
and that wher she suceeded, she woul! impose such high du- 
ties on cotton, as would amount to a prohibition. He ventured 
to assert that Southern gentleman, would, toa man, ti.cn be in 
favor of retaliation. 

Mr. TRIPLETT briefly addressed the committee in support 
of the principles contained in Mr. UNpERwoop’s amendment. 
He eaid he did not expect the principle to be carried out at this 
time, but confidently believed that it would at the next session. 
Virginia, said he, is with us on this question, and so is Missouri, 
together with all the tobacco States. He invoked the aid of the 
Southern members on this question, and reminded them that 

trey, in time,might stand in need of the aid of their brethren of the 
West, He warned therm to beware of driving off a friend who 
was able to stand by them on an emergency, 

Mr. T. wentintoan argument to show the good policy of 
operating on France and Eog!and, by a system of countervail- 
ing duties, in order to compel them to admit our tobacco on 
fair terms. 

Mr. JAMES IRVIN obtained the floor, and mgyed that the 
cominittee rice. % 

Which mauea prevailing, the co’r mittee rose, 
gress, an obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. FILLMORE eflered a resolution, which he gave notice 
he would cal! np for consideration to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United States, transmitting a communication 
from tho Secretary of State, on the subject of appropriations re- 
quired for the outfit and salaries of diplomatic agents of the 
United States. 

Referred (after being read) to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Md. cave notice of an amendment which 
he intended to offer to the revenue bill, and said that asthe 
amendment was one ofsome detail, he would ask the House to 
let it be printed 

The motion was agreed to. 

The amendment is as follows 

Strike outall afier the eneciing clause in the first section, and 
insert, ‘That from and after the thirtieth day of September next 
ensuing the pass age of this act, all articles of merchandise of the 
classes and deacription heremafter enumerated, and which, by 
the existing laws, are admitted into the ports of the United 
Piates free of duty, or are subject toa dutv jess than twenty 
per centum ad valorem, or to a specific duty equivalent 
thereto, shall be subject to the said duty of twenty percentum 
ad valorem. upon their importation into the United States; that 
is to vay: é 

Raw Bilk.—Al! manufactures of silk. or of which silk is a 
component part, (excepling therefrom plush or shag, used in 
the manufacture of the body of hats,) and includmeg therein 
silks, lace veils, shawls and shades, silk hats, silk and worsted 

g oods. 

Linens, bleaached and unbleached. 

Ticklenburgs, osnaburgs, and burlaps. 

Sheetings, brown and white. 

All worsted or stuff goods, including merino cloth, or what- 
ever is manufactured in whole or in part of combed wool. 

Camlets, of goat's hair or comel’s hair, as Cashmere of Thi- 
bet. Laces of thread and cotton, incinding lace veils, shawls, 
shades, and other articles of the same description. 

Common saddiery, trnved or japanne:d, of all descriptions. 

Almonds, currants, prunes, fies, raisins, mace, nutmege, cin- 
namon, Cloves, pepper, pim. nto, cassia, ard ginger. 

All wines, of whatsoever kind or quality, and from whatso- 
ever country the same shall be imported, to wit: Madeira. Sher 
ry, Sicily. red and other wines of France, in casks, hatiles, or 
cases; red wines of Spain and Austria; other wines of Spair, 
Austria, Germany, and the Mediterranean; and wines of aij 
other countries, in casks and bottles. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be le 
vied, collected, and paid on each and every non-enumerated 
article which bears a similitude cither in materia!, quality, 
texture, or the nse to which it may be applied, to any enume- 
rited article chargeable with duty, the same rate of duty which 
is leviéd and charged on the enumeroeted article which it most 
resembles in any of the particulars before mentioned; and if 
any non-enumerated a ticle equally resembles two or mvure 
enumerated articles on which dierent rates of duty are now 
chargeable, there shal! be levied, coll cted, and paid on such 
non-enumerated articles the same mie of duty as is chargeable 
pn the article which it resembles paying the highest duty, 


eported pro- 


Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That, from and after the 
said thirtieth day of September next, the drawbacks payable 
on exported refined sugars, manufactured from foreign sugars, 
and on exported rum, distilled from foreign molasses, sha! 
be reduced in proportion to the reduction which shall have 
been made by law (after the passage of the acts of Corgress of 
the twenty-first of January, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
and twenty-ninth of May, eighteen hundred and thirty, allow- 
ing said drawbacks) mm the duties onthe imported sugars or 
molasses out of which the same shall have been manufactured 
or distilled: and in no case shail the drawback exceed the amount 
of import duty charged on either of these articles consumed in 
obtaining the manufactured or distiiled article which is exported, 
but shall be regulated asnearly as possible to the same amount; 
and in all cases of spirits distilled frem foreign molasses, 
where the strength of the spirit is abeve prool, the draw- 
back shal! have relationto the quantity of molasses used in the 
manufacture ofeuch spirits 

Sec. 4. And teil further enacted, That, prior to the second 
day of February next, the wines of France shall not be eub- 
jected, under the provision of this octor any existing law, to the 
payment of higher rates ofduty than the following, namely: on 
red wines in casks, six cents a gallon; white wines in casks, 
ten ceuts a gallon; and French wines of all sorta in bottles 
twenty-two centaper gallon; Provided, That no higher duty 
shall he charged under this act or any existing law on the red 
wines of Austvia than are now, or inay be by this act, levied 
upon the red wines of Spain, when the said wines are imported 
in casks, 

Pec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the cash payments 
and credits on all duties imposed by this act shall be regulated 
in the manner prescribed by the filth section of the act “to alter 
and amend the several acts imposing duties on imports,”’ 
approved the fourteenth day of July, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two, 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, Thatall lawsor parts of 
laws inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

On leave given, Mr. STANLY presented the petition of citi- 
zens of the District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee for the said District. : 

Mr. 8. said that, as the petition was from mechanics and 
others, in relation to the banks of the District, he hoped it would 
be printed, 

And the printing thereof was ordered. 

Petitions were also presented, on leave, by— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tennessee 

Mr. WINTITROP of Massachusetts, [who presented the 
petition of Aaron Summers and 235 others, citizens ane legal 
voters of Lynn, Massachusetts, praying for a general bankrupt 
law;] and by 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts, who offered several Abolition 
petitions, the motion to receive which was Jaidon the table. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, July 28, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before that 
body a message from the Presi“ent of the United 
Siates, covering a communication from the De- 
partment of State, in relation to arrearages of out- 
fi's for the diplomatic agents of the Government. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported without emendment the bill to 
carry into effect the provisions of the treaty with 
Mexico. Mr. P. explained the pcsition in which 
commission was placed, and the necessity that ex- 
isied for the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would say, as a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, that he had 
examined the bill and saw nothing in it that should 
forbid immediate action, but, on the contrary, that 
there would be great propriety in pa: sing it at once. 
Under the provisions of the treaty, the c'aimants 
were to be paid ass on as the claims were esta- 
blished, but by some strange inadvertency in the 
law of Corgress, the award could not be made un- 
til the whole claims had been passed on. Now this 
law was in direct violation cf the treaty, and inju- 
rious to the interests of the claimants. 

Mr. PRESTON said it was due to the Commis- 
siou to say that the docket was clear, at least be- 
‘ore the umpire, and he believed before the board 
also. 

Mr. WOODBURY presamed that the inadver- 
tence in the law was occasioned from the circum- 
starce that, under the French and Neapolitan trea- 
ties, the ciaims greatly exceeded the indemnity, 
and hence they had to reduce the several claims to 
their relative proportions, and that was the reason 
that caused the celay in making the award. 

The bill was then read three seve-al times by 
general consent, and passed. 

Mr: PRESTON then moved to take up the bill 
making arpropriations for various fortifications, 
for ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing 
Indian hestilities, 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. SEVIER said he did not prreeive that 
there hed been a single collar appropriated by the 
bi!! for the posts on the Western frontier. He 
would like to inquire of the chairman of the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, whether the bill con- 
templated the appropriations for the present year; 
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for, if itdid, he must call his attention to two oy 
three of the posts on the border of his State tha: 
wonild require Jooking to. 

Mr. PRESTON said the bill had been renorteq 
in precisely the same form that it came from the 
other House. The appropriations were in addition, 
to those made in the bill of last year, which had 
been sedulously cut down to the smaliest possible 
limits. We bave i:, Mr. P. said, from ail the De. 
partments, that these appropriations will be nec s- 
sary to keep at work: the force at present employed, 
The Wesiern posts had not been neglected; but the 
object of this bill was not appropriations for new 
works, but in consequence of the Departmenis sar- 
ing they could profiiably emp!oy ali the sums re- 
quired 

Mr. SEVIER was aware that these 2ppropria- 
tions were not asked for new works; but whatsur- 
prised him was, ibat in the bill before them, they 
had gone on to ask appropriations for posts on the 
Atlantic border cnly, when the Western frcnticr 
which was move exposed, had the same right to be 
considered as those of the Atlantic States, even on 
the ground of necessity. 

Mr. PRESTON said the Senator could offer any 
amendment he pleased. ‘The bill was then in com- 
mittee of the whole. He might as well state that 
strong considerations existed { r placing the forts 
on the maritime border in as defensible a position 
as possible, and in the shortest period of time. The 
public was aware that difficulties had arisen, which 
were becoming more and more intricate every day; 
and this had created a state of uneasiness ia por- 
tions of the public mind, and committees had come 
Oa torepresent their exposed condition. It had 
been thought advisable to put these placesin a 
state to prevent a coup de man; otherwise the bill 
would not have been presented at the prezent ex- 
tra se:sion. Wath regard to the West, he appre- 
hended there did not exist that immediate urgency 
which the Atlantic border required. Tbe anpro- 
priations in the bill had been yielded to with reiuc- 
tance, under the supposed necessity of the case. 

Mr. SEVIER said, at the last session estimaics 
had been made for repairs of Forts Smith, Gibson, 
and Towson, on the Arkansas border, but they hai 
heea cut doww at least one-third. Uf they were 
going on witha general system of defence, ‘e cie- 
sired that these foris, so necessary to ihe defence 
of his State, might tot be overlooked. Why not 
insert them, as weil as the foris on the Atlantic? 
There wat plenty of money; a grant had just been 
made adequate to cigaieen miliions of dollars, 
which he hoped woutd be properly appropriated, 
not squandered partially or uselessly. 

Mr. PIERCE hoped the bill would be post- 
poned. The Senator from Arkansas, who had 
just taken his seat, was mistaken in supposing 
these maiters related to an old bill. It was a new 
one. No one was more desirous than himself to 
have the country placed in a proper state of de- 
fence, yet he was not disposed to vote supplies on 
estimates, when, in almost every instance, the ccst 
had been twe or three times greater than was sup- 
posed, He was rot disposed to vote for estimates 
of this kind, because eighie2n millions had been 
placed atthe disposal of the Administration; that 
was no reason why the money should be impro- 
perly expended. No debate had arisen for the last 
two or three sessions, when it had not been urged 
,Upon them to let the appropriations be as small a¢ 
they could possibly get on with for the present; and 
why? Because the whole system of military and 
naval defeace should undergo a change to keep 
pace *ich the ligh's and improvements of the age. 
The Senator from South Carolina had himself said 
that he would vote liberally for appropriations whcn 
a proper projet was presented, which should be car- 
ried out under the direction of naval and military 
science; but would not not vote for $50,060 on one, 
and $50,000 on another, wich regard to propriety — 
thus was 1ng the resources of the country. He alluded 
to Fortress Monroe, which had been erected at 
such an enormcus expense, and could be turned 
against the citizens it was intended todefend. That 
was one, and there might be others on which money 
should not be wasted. If he could be satisfied that 
the money wou'd be well and properly expended, 
then there would not be so much objection, The 
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jJact two items in the bill for the prevesteon and f] Key Wester the Fortugas, or beth. 


suppression of Indian hosiilities were indispen- 

sabie. With these exceptions, the bill ought 
to be postponed. When > fal, clear and sa- 

tisfactory teportof a system that would answer for 

time to come should be received, then there 

would be no dfficulty in obtaining necessary ap- 
roprianons, 

Mr. HENDERSON was aware thatin ell mat- 
terscf this kind they had to take much on trust, 
as to where appropria‘ions were most wanted, or 
mostdemanded. la looking atthe bill, he per- 
ceived there was an estimate of $185,000 for Mas- 
sacbusetis, wh’ch he was not prepared to say was 
too much, bat it would take a great deal of reason- 
ing to make him believe that $185,000 were re- 
qvired tor forts in Massacbusetis, while only 
$90 000 would be required for the defence ef the 
whole ereat outlet of Western commerce. It 
would take the argament of a great aritsie in war 
t» convice him of that fact. If there st ould be war 
with Britain, where would the force: of that coup- 
try b- concentrated, but on the South, where they 
had n.ade a demonstration before, and where good 
fortune rather than good management had suc- 
ceeded in driving them of? Why should not the 
great outlet of the Western empire be properly 
protecie(? The country had more interest in it 
inanin New York; there was more commerce, 
m re property at stake, than in three-fourths of the 
country beside. He would never stand calmly by, 
and see appropriations called for, so mach greater 
thin was preposed for so important an object as 
that of the def nee of the outl+t of the whule valley 
of the Mississippi, and vote the same, unless he 
saw more convincing argumeats than the mere 
asswupsit of a bill. 

Mr KiNG was always disposed to grant liberal 
approprianoas for the public defences, both on 
land and water. He thought the Government 
ought to goon gradually to perfect the system of 
defence, and he agreed with the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. Henpeason] in the impor- 
tance of guarding the entrance of the great 
Valley of the West in all its most exposed 
and assailable points. A general line over our 
extensive coast would be move expensive than 
the Government could stand; and, as the Sena- 
tor fron New Hampshire had intimated that 
we might have to change the whole plan to 
keep pace with the acknowledzed improvements in 
military and naval science, he hoped there might 
be a proper expose, on which the fallest reliance 
could be placed, from the War Department, or 
from the chairman of the Committee on Miliary 
Affairs. Here was Fort Warren, at Boston, for 
which $45 000 had beea appropriated at ihe last 
session, and now $69,000 were asked, making an 
aggregate of $105,000. Didany suppose that sum 
would be required or could be expended within the 
year?’ Theilea of expending money on Fortress 
Monroe wasridicalous. Let the necessity be shown, 
and he would be ready aad willing to vote all that 
Was proper. 

Mr. PRESTON thought gentlemen had fallen 
into a mistake when they thought the sums de- 
manded couli not be expended within the year, or 
that no da/a were before the Senate on which they 
could act undersiandingly. It was on the jadg- 
ment of the War Department that the committee 
had to proceed. Toe Senators from Mississippi 
and Arkansas seemed to think that these sums 
were too jarge for any one session. Toere might 
be some trath in the suggestion. A very large por- 
tion of the appropriations now asked for were for 
repairs. It was desirab'e to keep al the works in 
statu, atleast they should not suffer any retrogra- 
dation. The sums did appear enormous, but the 
works might have beea badly constructed in the 
first instance, and a‘l must perceive that when diia- 
pida‘ions commenced they were accelerated in the 
mo stfearful manner, aad that appropr.aticns to 
arrest them would preveat larger expenditures by 
and by. Mr. P, taought the Senator from Missis- 
Sippi was wrong if he supposed the Gulf was over- 
looked. There was only two or three points which 
would require to be guarded, and the committee 
meantto propose for proper surveys to be made 
for future works. The best points were said to be 
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These pro- 
pery fortified’, he thonght, would become the 
Gibraliar of the Gall, 

Mr. BARROW thoacht the bi'l had better be 
portponed for the present, and made a motion to 
that effect. 

Mr. PRESTON offered an sm niment, to 
come in at the last section, makivg an appropria- 
tion for military surveys on the inland and At- 
lantic borders. 

Mr. KING suggested that the amendmen's 
which Sena'ors desired to make had better be sub- 
mi'ted and prin‘ed. 

Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment, the pur- 
port of which coo'd not be heard. 

Mr. BARROW said in these matters there 
were always various opinion’; some thought the 
appropriations too Ja‘ge, while others regarded 
them as too small. He spoke of the necessity that 
existed forthe proper and substantial defence of the 
Gulf, and went into a description of points on the 
He als expressed a 
desire that the Western frontier of Arkansas and 
Missouri should not be overlooked in the general 
system. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, from the little re- 
gard that had been paid to the Nerihwestern 
frontier, exe might soppose it hal been hlot‘ed 
from the m2p. It was destitute of proper defences. 
He pointed to the vast inland seas that ha? been so 
utterly neglected. He exore-sed the pleasure he 
felt that the sys'em of defence had assumed the 
ground ithed 

Mr. PIERCE said he had read all the reports in 
relation to the sabj-et, in which he saw ample rea- 
son for doubting as to the propriety of meking ap- 
propriations on e*-timat:s. Afver all the estimates 
were made, they never had come within a quarter 
of the actual expense, and he hed said at the time 
that there was not a sagacious Yankee in the coun- 
try that conld not have guessed better, What did 
the estimates show? If they showed any thing. it 
wa: how (by the grea’est effort) much money might 
be expended. Until a fall report could be had, em- 
bracing both elements, appropriations ought hot to 
be made. Where was the necessity for calling for 
appropriations, when some of those before made 
yet remain ontonched? 

Mr. LINN said he was glad to hear the remark 
of the Senator from Michi, an (Mr, Wo: psaince) 
in relation to the Northern frontier. He hoped to 
have the vote of that Senator to his (Mr. L’s) 
amendment to the land bill. There he had proposed 
'o apply the proceeds of the public lands to the na- 
tional defence. In 1836 there had been a report 
from the War Department, recommending a regu- 
lar system of fortifications, to embrace an expence 
of sixty or eighty millions of dollars; but the gen- 
tlemen in power went against all that, while they 
voted for the dis ribution of forty millions of sar- 
pilus among the States, and they now chided the 
Opposition for leaving the country in a defenceless 
State. 

After some further remarks from Mr. HEN- 
DERSON and others, the question was taken 
on postponing the bill until Saturday nex', and 
carried. 

Toe Fiscal Bank bill having been read a third 
time, and on the qnestion “Shail this bill pas<?” 
FISCAL BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. BENTON, afiera few prefatory remarks, 
moved the indefinite posponement, to await a Con- 
gress under the new census, which would bring 
with it the will of the people on this and the other 
measures songht to be fastened on the country in 
this extra session. According to the amendment 
adopted yesterday, the constitutionality of the char- 
ter was given up—the whole quertion is surrender- 
ec. He would read the following pasaze from the 
decision of the Supreme Court, to show the ground 
on which it placed the power of Congress to charter 
a Bank: 

“Ifa certain means to carry into effect any of the powers ex- 
pressly given by the Constitution to the Government of the 
Union, be an appropriate measure nox prohibited by the Con- 


stitution, the degree of its necessify is a question of legisla- 
tive discretion, not of judicial cogn zance.” 


Now, *ccording to this decision, the charier of 
this Ban< can aione be justified on the grounds of 
its being necessary for the carrying on of the fiscal 
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vperanens of the Governuent. Bat che ameud- 
meat adopted yesterday is, in effect, a complete 
surrender of the question of neces:i y—te «nly 
groands anthorized by the epinicn of the Surreme 
Court. He (Mr. Bewron) conten’ed that, as the 
till now stands, he c uld take it into the Supreme 
Court by a wrtof error, anf, as soon as it could 
be read, would bring back the charter witb a re- 
versal. 

Here Mr. B quoted largely from the opinions 
of the Court, commen'ing on each passage. The 
points urged in these comments were, in substance, 
that ths Bank, in the epinion of the Court, could 
be jus'fied on the ground of necessity a'one. Then, 
amended as the bill now is, what becomes of ihe 
négment which Congress is to exercite as to the 
necessity? In the first instance, Congress is to 
have nothing to do with the estab'i:+hment of 
branches in the States. The Sa'es themselves, 
tbrongh their Legislatures, without beiog served 
even with a copy of the charter to put them on 
their guard, are to say to the nine Bank directors 
in the city of Washiogton that they will or will not 
have branches. If they will not, then, indeed, Con- 
ercsy may decree that thry shell, Bat how can 
necessity be proved by the dissent of the S ates? 
What then beeomes of the ssle cons:itational power 
of acting upon necessi'y? But in case any or all of 
the S aics -hall remain silent, assent is to be pre- 
sumed. Is not this an assumption of power, with- 
cut necessi'y, over these sovereign Statest@ It is 
done, too, witheut formal process. Tigere is nota 
case in the whole worl!, of one party taking such 
authority over another, without some formality 
of process, There is a'ways to be something like 
form obrerve’—some hing at least of notice or pro- 
cess. From the justce who hears and decides ques- 
ti ns of paltry amount, to the highest courts, there 
is always some notice of h-aring granted, that the 
parties to be adjadged shall have a fair opportunity 
of defending themselves; but here it is not even 
provided thatthe Sta‘es shall be served with a 
copy of this charter to inform them that their si- 
lence will be a waiver of their sovereign right. 
S om@Bta'es may assent, others may dissent, and 
others may not berable to agree upon either in their 
Legistatures—the Sena’e agreeing, and House of 
Representatives disagreeing, or the reverse; while 
others may not deign to answer what they consider 
an unconstitutional demand, atall. Well, what is 
to be the consequence with those who dissent, or 
cannot agree? If they dissent, their assent is to be 
jurced upon them by Congress; if they cannot 
agree, or remain silent, their assent is to be pre- 
«umed by the nine directors sitting in judgment on 
their sovereign rights. 

Tre framers of this bill promised that this rega- 
lation of the currency was to operate with unifor- 
miya'loverthe Union. It was to make all even 
and uniform. It was to be the Fiseal Govera- 
ment, dispen:ing to all alike, its justice. Butnow 
it is shown that it is to be a giant a hundred feet 
high in one place, and a mere grasshopper in ano- 
ther—<talking on two legs here, and limping on 
one leg there—it is to be something in one State, 
and nothing in another; and to stand in the ridicu- 
lous attitude of being constitutional in one quarter 
of the Union and unconst tutional in another. 

{Here Mr. Benton quoted passages from the 
bill, commenting on each. In rejation to Mr. 
Cray’s compromise amendment, he coutinued:} 

What is the supposed power of Congress to pass 
this law? The geatleman will not deny that thei: 
own doctrine is the necessity for the Fiseal Agency 
ofthe Government. They are bound, then, not 
only toshow that this Bank is necessary, but to 
siow that they are, in creating a charter for it, 
forced by this necessity, and acting upon it. Bat 
does not the aet itself contradict them, and show 
they are not proceeding upon aby necessity at ail? 
If even they take the opinion of the Sapreme 
Court, that their belief of the necessity jusufies the 
measure, d»es not this act shew that they do not 
believe any such thing? for their submission of the 
question to establish or not establish a branch of 
the Fiscal Agency in each State is a complete sur- 
render of their belief and judgment of the necessi- 
ty. The amendment they adopted yezterday is @ 
surrender of the question, 
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Mr, DIXON replied to Mr. Benton, and contro- 
verted his position that the amendment of Mr. 
Cray of yesterday surrendered the branching power 
to the States. He contended that, although there 
was no express power in the Cons!jtution autho- 
izing Congiess to incorporate a Bank, with or 
without branches, or within or without the D,sirict 
of Columbia, yet the same might be done by Coa- 
gress whenever they were convioced that such ia- 
stitution would be necessary and proper in carrying 
into execution any of the express substantive 
powers conferred by the Constitution on Congress. 

He saia it was the proviice of Congress to de- 
termine when that exigency had occurred, and 
whether they determined at present, or held the 
same for further consideration, it mace no differ- 
ence; the right was not surrendered, it was affirmed 
by its future contemplated action. They held the 
power, and would decide it according to the test 
sugges'ed by Gen. Harrison, in which all seemed 
to acquiesce; that he would sanction a Bank when 
convinced that it was necessary and proper to exe- 
cule the other powers of Government; thai Con- 
gress sull retains this power, and will order 
branches wherever that necessity is proved to exist. 

Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate for some 
time as to his peculiar understanding of the amend- 
ment that had been adopted on yesterday. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he was in favor of this 
motion, but not for precisely the same reasons 
which had been offered. He would vote to post- 
pone this Bank bill indefinitels; becaure it was as 

etina crude and imperfect conduion. Thus it 

as thirty millions of capital, in which we are to 
pat ten millions of dollars certainly, and, in acon- 
tingency, over sixieen millions; but without wailing 
for further legislation, not a dollar of this capizal 
can be loaned out in a single State of the Union. 

We incura heavy permanent debt at once, and 
begin to pay interest on it, but cannot loan the 
<apilal so as to receive interest, till further action 
by Congress, or by the Siates, or farther time for 
Jegislation| by the latter. {t is mach better, then, to 
postpone the bill for the present. 

Again, we are creating this Bank as t iscal 
Agent of the General Government for the whole 
Union. Yet, without delay for further legislation, 
We cannot put an arm or branch of this great Fis- 
ca! Agent into a single S.ate of the whole twenty- 
six. 

In the mean time, what is the condition of cur 
fiscal affairs? So far as regards the Senate, having 
repealed the Sub-Treasury, and au. horizizg by this 
bill Sate banks to be selected in States where no 
branches exist, we restore the abused, reproached, 
and repudiated pet bank sys'em, that existed from 
1811 to 1816, and from 1833 to 1836, with all its 
horrid union of the purse and sword, and all its un- 
limited control by Execu'ive discretion, as alleged 
30 often by gentlemen on the other side. 

[i is well known, that the act of 1836 on this 
subject, has never become impraciizable; and hence, 
by this bill, in its present imperfect state, you re- 
store the condition of things so reproachful, which 
prevailed before that act passed, 

Batitis said, further legislation may hereafier 
take place by Congress or the States, and correct 
all these difficulties. Why not, then, have that 
legislation at first? Woy not use a littie wise for- 
bearance—has'en more slowly? 

Let us look at the characier of this further 
proposed legislation, and analyze for amoment its 
courtesy and concessions in respect to the Siates— 
the sovereigns of this General Government. Do 
you tell your masters, whom we represent in 
this body, that we will duly respect and er- 
force the wishes they may express cn the subject 
of the branches? By no means. We first say to 
them, that forthwith, at your first session, you 
shall act on this subject, or never. We next adi, 
most dictatorially, towards superiors, that you shail 
actin a certain prescribed form—from the Rabrie 
or from some code of specia! pleading—and shall 
assent or dissent uncondi ionally, or we will pay no 
regard to your desires. 

If they choose to say in their wise policy that 
hey—New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, in their 
sovereign wisdom and richi—dissent irom the esta- 
plishment of a Bank witbin their borders, unless it 


pay a like tax with their local banks, or comply 
with their general regu'ations, this Senate by th’s 
bill refuses to receive any such condition. Nay, 
more. This Senate proceeds further, and is guilty 
of the arrogance and absurdily-—-not to call it by 
harsher epithets—of adding, that in such case of 
their dariag to put in any condition to their dissent, 
we will not only erase, or expunge, or hold it ut- 
terly void, but we will enter upon our records, that 
they are presumed to have assented to the es‘ablish- 
ment of a branch. This, too, in the teeth of their 
delibeia'e dissen:! Some of my hearers may stare 
or be sheeked at this, and yet the amendment is 
exactly of this character—for consistency. 

But what is stl worse, how discourteous, how 
arbitrary and insulting, is our next step in the bill? 
We add, if a Siate even dissents, and dissents with- 
out qua'ification, and in the form prescribed, still 
Congress may, whenever deeming it necessary and 
proper, establish a branch ia that State against, and 
in «pite of her dissent. 

Taus, the State of New York, for insiance, dis- 
seuls next winter, and yet Congres:, being in ses- 
sien, proceeds, in defiance of it, immediately to 
establish a branch in New Y ork city. 

Congress throws back in the face of that empire 
Sta‘e the dissent she has just given, in our request 
for her decision. Could there be any worse mocke- 
ry than to ask an assent or dissent, and then not 
con‘orm to them? 

On the contrary, we haughtily say, if we like 
your decision we will respect it, but if we cislike 
it, we will throw it under the clerk’s tabie, or 
trample under foot the decision of a sovereign 
Siate, which we ourselves have invited it to make 
for our gtide. 

But the gentleman from Indiana says it may be ne- 
cessary and proper for public purposes, at some fu- 
ture time, to a have a branch in some State, and 
then sure y Congress ought tocreate iteven if that 
State has before dissented. 

I say then, that, whenever a branch becomes 
necessary and proper in the opinion of Congress, 
why should not Congress, at that tiie, establish 
it, without first consulting the Siate, unless it means 
respectfully and courteously to comply with the 
decision of the State? It is not civility to ask per- 
mission, and then act in direct and immeciate op- 
position to the reply. Mauch less is it ccurtesy in 
Senators to treat thus their States, who sent ihem 
bither to perform theic will. 

If branche: are now necessary and proper, is it 
not your duty to establi:h them without asking 
consent? And if they be not necessary and proper, 
it woald be impolitic and uncon:titutional for you 
to establish them, whether a State assented or not. 

But more than all this. Do you not admit, by 
asking first the assent of the States, and by saying, 
if it be not yielded, Congress may, when the 
branches are found to be necessary, establish them? 
Do» you not admit tha! they are not now necessary? 
Most avsuredly. Then why not postpone the bill 
till they become neees:ary? 

Mr. WHITE here explained that Congress 
might pass the law now, to take effect another 
year, when a sufficient necessity might exist. 

Mr. WOODBURY. Bat this would concede 
away the whole of the great object of the present 
extra session. We have heard nothing siace our 
meeting here but the necessity, great, urgent, im- 
mediate, ofa Naticnal Bank. Every thing is to 
give way for it. It has been from morning to 
night, “‘now’s the day and now’s the hour.” No 
delay, even of a few weeks, is to be tolerated. 
The Bank is said to be immediately needed, to be 
prayed for, from all quarters, for all kinds of relief 
as to currency, exchanges, loans, fiscal agency, 
and yet now we are told, the branches may not be 
necessary and proper till another year. Then I 
say postpone the bill. Go straight forward, above 
board. if the branches be not now necessary 
yourset is unconstitutiona', on your reasoning. 
Your bill is svicidal, 

Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the indefi- 
nite posiponement, end decided in the negative, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 







houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc. 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
ot Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walter, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Ky. Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mancum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pielps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Sm:th of Iadiana,. 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2x, 

The question was then abeut being put upcn the 
passage of the bill, when 

Mr. HENDERSON rose in exp'anation of the 
vote he would give on this bill. He had yesterday, 
when the amendment of the Senator {rom Ken- 
tucky was introduced, left the chamber, and his 
name was not recorded in the yeas and nays on its 
adoption. To that amendment he was irreconci|- 
ably opposed, and would have voted against it had 
he remained in bis seat. That amendment, how- 
ever, having been adopted and incorporated with 
the bill, he would, with this explanation, vote for 
it. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 26, 
noes 23, as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Gar- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sovth- 
ard, Tallmadge, White and Woodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buche- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Picrce, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Conneciicut, Siurgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—23. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill for 
the renewal of the charters of the banks of this 
District; but, 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate ac- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wepnespay, July 28, 1841. 

Petitions were presented, under general consent, by— 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts, and 

Mr. POPE of Kentucky. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House proceed to the con- 
sideration of the resolution offered by him yester lay, and laid 
on the table, fixing the imeat which the revenue bill should be 
taken out of committee. 

Mr. F. now modified the resolution to read as fo'lows: 

Resolved, That on Friday next at 12 0’clock, m. all delate 
in Committee of the Whole on House bill No. 12 shall cease, 
and the committee shall then proceed to vote on the amend 
ments then pending, or that may be offered to said bill, and the 
same shall then be reported to the Heuse, with such amend- 
ments as may have been agreed to by the commitiee. Provided, 
That nothing in this resolution shall prevent the committee 
from reporting the bill to the House at an earlier hour if it shall 
think proper. 

But the mover of any amendment may make a brief expla- 
nation, to which there may be a brief response; but no such ex- 
planation or response shall exceed ten minutes each, and net 
more than twenty minutes shall be given to any one amend- 


ent. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objected to the latter part of the 
resolution, as contravening the rules ofthe House. Besides, he 
wished to kiyow who was to determine what a brief explanation 
was. He moved a division on that part of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that the last part of the resolution cer- 
tainly came in conflict with, and in fact changed, the rule of the 
House. , 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
Friday and inserting Saturday, and hoped the chairman of the 
committee would consent tothe change. 

Mr. FILLMORE, It so happens, from some cause or other, 
that there were many members frequently absent on a Satur- 
day, and I must adhere to Friday, so at least as to dispose of 
the bill this week. I move the previous question, 

Mr. PICKENS (this being, he said, a very important bil!) 
moved a call of the House. 

But the House refused to order a call. 

And the Spgaxer being about to put the question on second: 
ing the demand for the previous question, 

Mr. McKAY insisted that he had moved his amendment be- 
fore the previous question was called, and that, therefore, the 
question should be taken upon tt. 

The SPEAKER said he had understood the gentleman not 
as absolutely moving his amendment, butas suggesting it as a 
modification of the resolution, which the gendeman from New 
York (Mr. Fittmore) had declined to accept. 

Much conversation took place as to the question of fuc’; af- 
ter which the amendment of Mr. McKay was regarded by the 
House as having been distinctly made defore the motion was 
submitte! for the previous question; Mr, Firtmore and others 
stating that they understood the gentleman as having made a 
distinct motion when he rose. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
—— it was taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 104, 
noes W, 
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So ‘here was asecond. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken; which main 
question Ws, first, on the amendment of Mr. McKay, striking 
out Friday and iuserting Saturday. 

Mc. MILLER of Missouri asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas9., 
nays 101. 

so the amendntent was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the resolution— 

Mc. MEDILL asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. HABERSHAM rose, he said, to propose an amendment 
to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late, the main question having 
been ordered, and in part taken. 

And the question on the adoption of the resolution was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnatd, Barton, Birdseye, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Bots, Briggs, Brockway, Broason, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Buuler, W. 
Bg. Campiell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chit'enden, 
John ©. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, 
William C. Dawson, Johan Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, A 
L. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Halstead, W. 8. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, J. Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, T. F. Marshall, 5. Ma 
son, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Smith, ar Swokeley, Sira‘ton, Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomliason, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, 
Wasiingion, Edward D. White, J. L.White, T. W. Wiiliams, 
Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams, Yorke, A. 
Young, and John Young—113. 

NAYS —Mesers. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Browo, Burke, William O, 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, Cary, Caapman, Clifford, Ciinton, Daniel, Richard D, Da- 
vis, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Gerry, Gilmer, W. 
O. Goode, Gordon, Gastine, Habersham, Harris, J. Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
loversoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lit- 
tlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Matlo- 
ry, Marchand, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, New- 
hard, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, 
Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steen- 
rod, Sumter, Sweaey, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, 
Westbrook, and J. W. Willtams—83. 





So the resolution was adopted. 

Tue latter part of the resolution (that which allows brief ex- 
planauions ofamendments) Was withdrawn, 

Mr. MARSHALL asked the general consent of the House at 
this ttme to present a petition praying the passage ofa uniform 
bankrupt law; and was understood to say that, es he should§ 
himsel! vote against such a measure, he desived to say few words 
1 explanation. 

Mr. PICKENS, remarking that the House had the other day 

efused a similar favor to him, objected. 

Mr. P. however, withdrew his objection; which was imme- 
diately renewed by other gentlemen; some of them remarking 
that they had in their possession petitions ofa similar charac- 
ter, which they were desirous to present. 

Mr. MARSHALL then moved that petitions generally in re- 
lation to a hankrupt law be received. 

The SPEAKER said this could only be done by general 
consent; as, under a new rule of the House, the order of 
business could not otherwise be suspended during the morning 
hour. 

Objection was made in several quarters. So the motion could 
not ve entertained. 

Mr, HIOPKINS gave notice that he would to-morrow move 
to amend the 119th rule of the House, which is in the following 
words: 

“Upon bills committed to a Co:nmittee of the Whole House, 
the bill shall be first read throughout by the Clerk, and then 
again read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be 
last considered: the body of the bill shall not be defaced or in- 
terlined; [but all amendments, noting the page and line, shall 
be duly entered by the Clerk on a separate paper, as the same 
shall be agreed to by the committee, and so reported to the 
HHouse.] Afler report, the bill shall again be subject to be de- 
hated and amended by clauses, before a question to engross it 
be taken.” 
by striking out from the word “but”? tothe House,” (printed in 
brackets,) and inserting the following: 

* But itshail be in order fur one-fiith of the members present 
to order the yeas and nays on all ainendments, which, together 
with the amendments, shall be duly noted and entered by the 
Clerk on a separate paper, marked ‘proceedings in Committee 
ofthe Whole,’ which shall be reported with the bill to the House, 
and entered upon the journal thereof.” 

A message was received from the Senate, through Asbury 
Dickins, esq Secretary of that body, stating that the Se- 
nate had passed an act to amend an act entitled “An act to 
carry into effect the convention between Mexico and the 
United States;? and asking tie concurrence of the House 
therein. : 

Ms. CUSHING moved that this bill be put upon its first and 
second reading, with a view to its reference to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McK AY moved thatthe House resolve itself into Com: 
mittee of the Whole on the state uf the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD gaid he would, if in order, move to amend 
the motion so as that the House should first take up the busness 
on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. B. said that his object was to reach the bill from the Se- 
Nate to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy. in order that 
he might make a ).otion thatit be printed. It would not require 
more than ten minutes to dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER said that this motion would not be in order 
unless the motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bar- 
NARD] should first be voted down. 

And the question beiag then taken, the motion of Mr. McKay, 
by ayes 100, noes 75, was agreed to. 


REVENUE BILL. 

Sv the House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
on the S:ate of the Union, (Mr. Cusine of Massachusetts in 
the chaic) on the bill in rel ctron to duues and drawbacks 

The pending question bering on the motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 
to strike out the enacting clauce of the bill— 

Mr. JAMES IRVIN, who was entitled to the floor, rose and 
addressed the committee during the hour. He argued that the 
present vill before the committee proposed taxing certain ne- 
ceseary articles, which was impolitic, unwise, and against the 
interesis of the poorer classes of people. He admitted the ne- 
cessity of raising revenueto meet the current expenses of the 
Government, and also to provide for the existing deficiencies, 
but proposed levying a tax upon luxuries, such as silks, wines, 
&c.; and, as a great measure of relief to the country and of 
finance, proposed to stop the future action of the compromise 
act so far as relates to further action on foreign articles coming 
in competition with American industry. In the course of his 
remarks, Mr. I. referred tothe remarks of Mr. McKeon, made 
some days ago, on the subject of direct taxation. 

Mr. McKEON asked leave to explain. 

Several gentlemen objected. 

Mr, IRVIN courteously yielded the floor for explanation. 

Mr. McKEON said that he was extremely indebt'd to the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania for the liberty given him, which 
had been denied him by several others. Briefly, then, the gen- 
Ueman from Pennsy!lvania had said that he, Mr. McK. on sober 
second thoughts had come to the conclusion that he would not 
publish what he said the other day in reia‘ion to direct taxation. 
The gentleman was mistaken; his remarke on that occasion 
would be published, and that shortly. He would repeat again, 
what he thensaid. Direct taxation was the true Democratic 
ground. It was the fairest and most economical mod+ of ob- 
taining a revenue fo: the support of the Government, and would 
bear lighter on the productive classes than the present mode. 
The gentleman will bear me witness, though, that I also said 
that these were my own opinions only; that I did not pretend 
to speak for others, and that Idi! not expect to live to see the 
day when this principle would be adopted. 

Mr IRVIN said he did not hear that. 

Many gentlemen, from several parts of the hall, sai, “we 
distinctly remember it.” 

Mr. McKEON continued. Well, many gentlemen did hear 
me. I repeat again, sail he, whatl then said. With the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. Raerr) I did not pretend to 
speak for any party, or for any bo'y but myself; and what I 
sai! was without consul/ation with others. 

Mr. IRVIN then continued his speech till his hour had 
elapsed, when the chairman interposed, and Mr. I took his 
seai. 

Mr. BARNARD addressed the committee on the general po- 
licy and provisions of the bil! 

Mr. BARNARD was followed by Mr. WINTHROP, who, 
while he admitied that the sum proposed to be raised by this 
bill was not greater, if so great, as would be needed, objected 
to the mode of laying the duties, as not founded on a sufficient 
knowledge of the deta Is of tiie subject. He could not vote for 
the billin its present form, but hoped it would be amended 
by substituting a direct specific duty on particular articles, 
such as silks, stuff coods, fruits and spices, which he contended 
would be within the provisions of the compromise act. 

Mr. W. was followed by ‘fr. RANDOLPH, who indicated 
his purpose to propose toamend the bill by imposing a duty of 
20 per cent. upon railroad iron: and to exempt silk plush and 
soda ash from duty altogether. 

Mr. R. then went into some general observations on the past 
and present condition of the Treasury, and argued to show the 
necessity of augmenting the revenue as propused in the bill; 
which he hoped would undergo some amendments, but for 
which he should vote even in its present form. 

Mr. EVERETT next addressed the committee in a epeech 
which was delivered in so low atone, that with difficulty some 
portions of itonly could bs heard. At the Reporters’ seats it 
was almost entirely inaudible. 

The committee then rose. 


SENATE'S BANK BILL. 


A messaze was received from the Senate, Uirough Asbury 
Dickins, Exy. Secretary, stating that that body had passed a bill 
to incorporate the subscribers to a Fiscal Bank of the United 
States; 2nd asking the concurrence of this House therein. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the bill had its first and 
second reading, was referred toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WISE expressed his hope that it would be considered at 
as early a day as possible. 

Mr. SERGEANT concurred in this desire 

Mr. PICKENS inquired which bill would have the pre- 
cedence, that from the Senate, er the bill which had been 
reported to the House from the Committee of Ways and 
Means? 

The CHAIR replied that would be for the Committee of the 
Whole to determine. 

Mr. PICKENS knew that: but wished to understand which 
of the two bills the gentleman from Pennsylvania meant 
to press? 

Mr. SERGEANT said, in reply, he should prefer the bill 
from the Senate: though he would now be understood to say 
that it might not need some amendments. 

Mr PICKENS suggested the propriety of referring the 
Senate biil in tie first place to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

[Cries of na! nol} 

Mr. INGERSOLL wished to have the rules suepended, that 
petitions on the bankrupt bill might not be presented: but be- 
fore any decision on this motion, 

The Louse adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tarvrspay, July 29, 1241. 

Mr. MANGUM said he was instructed by the 
Commi'tee on Naval Affairs to report without 
amendment the House bili for the e+tablishment of 
a home squadron. He was also insirucied to re- 
port the House bill to provide for Navy pensions 
with an amendment. 


Both bil!s were banded to the Secretary of the 





| 





S: nate, and the pre-entation of memorials and pe- 
titions being in order, 

Mr MOUTON presented the memorial of Moa- 
sieur Gonon, in re/a'ion to his system of telegraph- 
ing. Mr. M. spoke of the vast advantages that 
would be likely to result from the adoption of this 
sysiem in time of war; and moved its reference to 
the Committee on Mili arv Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON supegested that it had bet- 
ter lie on the table for the present sesvion, and be 
acied on at the first regular session. 

The memorial, however, was referied to the 
Commi'tee en Military Affairs. 

The House bill, No. 6, was then taken op and 
read. It was that reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, by Mr. Mé@woum, providing for 
navy pensions, with an amendment to strike out 
the second section. 

The bill being under consideration, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, 

Mr. MANGUM said the proposition of the Com- 
mittre on Naval Affairs to strike out the second 
section, arose outof the impossibility of under- 
standing 1. It was altogether unintelligible to the 
commitice, and appeared unnecessary at present. 
He would, therefore, move to strike it out. 

Mr. WOODBURY said there seemed to be no 
nece ‘sity at the present session for going beyond 
the objects contemplated in the establishment of the 
pavy pension fand. He was willing to go as far 
Bs it was origiwally intended the pension system 
sheuld go. The second section, if he understeed 
it, had this Object in view: according to the pre- 
seni construction ot the Navy pension bill, officers 
on retired pay or in service with full pay, may re- 
ceive full pensions also: bat thissection was to 
present ihat, and make such regulations as (hatany 
officer drawing pay from the Treasury, stal! not 
draw more from the pension fund, if entitied to 
draw any, then, added to what he reeeives from 
the ‘Treasury, shall amount to the full pay he 
would have according to his grade in the service. 
He was opposed to sriking out this limitation and 
thovugh€ the ambiguity of the section could be 
remedird by a snitable modification. 

Mr. MANGUM said he thought there was no 
necessity for the second section now; the whole 
system wanted revision, and that could be accom- 
plished atthe next regular session of Congress. 
The first section, being the mere appropriation, 
was all that was required to be passed at the present 
session, 

Mr. WILLIAMS was acquainted with this 
whole subject. They were now payirg pensions 
to officers who are on full pay; and not only that, 
but had carried back the date to the ume the disa- 
bility was received, which, in some cases, was 
forty years age; in addi nto all whieh, they had 
added the widows of all those officers who died in 
service. He thought it would be as well to pay 
the pensions to the Ist of Jannary next, and then 
to place the Davy pension on the :ame system with 
the land service. There had been a continual 
stragele of oficers of the army to be placed onan 
equality with those of the navy. Such a request 
was just—both ought to be placed on the same 
tcoting, and he should go for placing the navy pen- 
sion system where the military stood. Mr. W. 
showed how, by the law of 1837, the $1,200,000 
of the navy pension fand had been exhavst-d, and 
still there was a call for $139,000 more, to be mei 
from the Treasury of the Uaited States 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said, with regard to the 
Ist section, there could be no dou'st of the proprie- 
ty and necessity «f passing that. Every one in 
the Senate was acquainted with the manner in 
which this fund had been exhausted, and how it 
came to be diverted from its legitimate channel. 
The simple question was, whether they would pass 
the law, or virtually repeal it sy withholding the 
appropriation. He agreed wits ibe Senator from 
New Hampshire that it would be weil to take op 
the whole subject, and see how far it mig‘ be moe 
dified or repealed. That, however, wou'd be for 
after cousideration; but the fai‘h of the nation 
stood pledged for tbe payment of these pensions 
under the law, andit was no matter whether the 
fund was exhausted or no’, or wha'ever d ffi- 
culties or embarrassments there migh' be, the 
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“pensions must be paid. ‘The next session the wavle 


subject might be taken up and acted on under- 
standingly. 

Mr. MANGUM ‘ail there was a strong feeling 
on the part of the committee in favor of revising 
the who'e pension sysiem, and bringing it back to 
a healihful state, to lop off the fungi which crept 
around it, and restore it to soundness and econo- 
my. With respect to the first section, there could 
be no doubt but that it ought to be passed at once. 
With regard to the secund, it could be taken up 
early in the ensuing se’sion, and then they could 
plece the whole system on principles enduring, 
safe, and economical. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the proper course to be 
pursued was to amend the seecnd section. If it 
was ambiguous, Jet that ambigui'y be removed. 
All must agree that an officer mevivirg full pay, 
should not receive a full pension at the same ume, 
If there were special instances of extraordinary 
claims, lat them be subjects of special action Bat 
let the general rule be established by amencing the 
second section so as to remove all ambicuity. 

Mr. MANGUM said the committee bal found 
it impracticable to do so at the present session, and, 
besides, the subject! was exceedingly complex and 
difficult. He vas aware that the navy pension 
fund bad undergene a species 0! absolute spoha- 
tion; and he (Mr. M.) was as resdy as the Senator 
from South Carolina could be to reform the ebuses, 
and, at the proper time, he weuld go with that Se- 
na‘or heart and hand in the work, bat it was on 
that should be approached with cauiion and care; 
there might be exceptions in the maltier which it 
would be we!l to lool to. 

Mr. CALHOUN was very glad to hear that the 
Senator had svowed his inteation to go so far in 
the work of retorm, bat why not now pass the ¢-- 
neral rule, and wake the exceptions a'terwards, if 
indeed there shon'!d be any? 


Mr. HUNTINGTON still contended that the | 


second section should be stricken out. As it then 
stood, it would go to excinde many very meritori- 
ous officers. He was clear that the sensi should 
be paid until the Ist Jannary, and in the mean 
time the whole subject could undergo revision cnd 
final settlement. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he thought there was no 
time to be lost in correcting the abuses which ex- 
isted. He could see no difficulty in establishing 
the genera! rule now. Let the cases for exception 
be provided for next session. 

Mr. WOODBUKY observed that the object of 
the secong section seemed to be, tae jadicious limi- 
tation of compen-a ion to officers disabled in the 
nava' service. She House of Representaiives was 
williug that such officers should receive full pay 
oner, but notiwice, Our committee professed to 
agree ink the correctness of that principle, but 
thought the section not suffici- nt!y explicit, and that 
several exceptions should be introdaccd. Mr. W. 
asked why not, then, amend the bi? Why pro- 
pore to cut the Gordian knot, and destroy the sec- 
tion entirely? It was announced semi-officially this 
morning, tat we were not to adjourn tilt next Sop. 
tember. There was, then, ample time, both to 
make the scction more explicit, aad to introduce 
any Siitable exceptions. 

Mi. W. sai tie would send to the Chair a few 
lines that would, if adopted at the end of the s:e- 
tuon, make itclear that no officer, while in the naval 
service, end of course siece the act of 1834, having 
full pay of some kind 1n all cases, should at the 
same time receive a pension as if he was disabled 
or unfit for s:rvice. 

He was oppos-d to all this system of double al- 
jowances, anu €Xira compensations to person in 
the public service. He would, therefore, atempt 
to make the object of the section periec ly inieili- 
gible, and should then oppose the motion of the 
commitice to sunke that section out. 

Ii stricken oul, the Senate would sce thatthe ef- 
fect would be to let any officer, however slightly 
wounded, obtain al! he could as a pensioner, and, 
beside this, '0 reccive full, undiminished, ample 
pay 2-an officers ui in we public naval service. 
He trusted that those who heard him, would not 
saoction such a motion, ‘ 

But (Mr. Wovpsusy said) he went farther. He 


eee 


should oppore the passage of the first section, un 
less confine! to the meritorious objects entitled to 
the navy pension fund by our laws prior to 1637. 
Toat fund, sir, you, as well as some of the rest 
of us, know w.|l was formed asa trust fund from 
prizes captured by the public vessels of war of the 
United States. By the original laws in force be- 
fore 1837, all the persons entitled to its benefils were 
fally and promptly paid their pensions, without re- 
sortirg (o Congress for aid,and without expending all 
the annual interest accruing on the principal of toe 
fund. Indeed, when you left the Navy Depart- 
ment, and when I left it, the fund had increased, 
instead of being dimini-hed, by the pensions pre- 
perly chargeableto it. Litad augmen’ed to more 
than a milion of dollars, and was continuirg to in- 
ciease yearly. Under such circumstances, Congress 
generously and safely promised that, if this fund 
should not prove sufficient to meet is crigi- 
nal design, it should be reimbursed from ihe Trea- 
sury. 

But the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Hon- 
TINGTON] is under a mistake in supposing that the 
naval pensions were cver a charge oa the Treasu- 
ry, or were ever paid from its general funds. Nv, 
rir. They were a charge cn a trast—on money, 
ihe proceeds of the bravery and skill cf those sea- 
men and ga'lant officers who had borne the tag «f 
their country in thumph over evry ocean. 
What they captured was sold and in part (edi- 
cated to form this fund. Ubpfortunately, in 1837, 
anew class of objects were placed on that fund, 
who had siace exbausted .he whole of it, both prin- 
cipal and iniercst, 

These new objects ought to be satisfied with get- 
ting a million of dollars of this same fund, to 
which originally they had no claim, either by law, 
or by ¢ ming wuhin i's salatary principles. Those 
were, the giving a pension for wounds or death, 
caused chie. y by exposure in battle. This, and 
this only, was astimuluis—a salutary exciiement 
to noble daring. The new objects—representing 
not those wounded or killed in battle—these n-w 
objects should be content with the million of dol- 
lars they had already obtained from a fund which 
was created by fighting alone, and was dedicated 
chiefly to those alone who beceme disabied in bat- 
tle, or to the widows and chil¢ren of those who died 
in battie, 

However meritorious the other persons might be, 
aud however the law may have been in some in- 
stances extend beyond this princip'e, there was 
nothing due to the new objects from the Treasury 
nseif. Tnere never hadbeen Even the original 
objects of the fund could now have no iegal claim 
on the Treasury itsel!; but only on the trust fund 
formed for them, ii inat fund had net been imopro- 
vitent!y squandered by our legislation in 1837; and 
if we had uot he'd out assurances of making it good 
to them if jall.og short of its original objec’. But 
this honorary or equitable obligation to reimburse 
this fund frou ‘he generai means of the Treasury, 
extended only to the origional cass of claimants. 
Instead of em racing the new class, they had been 
the cause of the loss of that fund, and should con- 
sider themselves fortunate in having already receiv- 
ed what they ha¢ no jast nghtto under the origwal 
laws, and in not bemg now in any way required to 
refund any part of it. 

He, theretore, heid in his hand an amendment to 
the first sect on, restricting the payments under itto 
those persoas entitled under the laws in existence 
before 1837, being those alove for whem the fund 
was origimally desizned, and for whom Congress 
has ever underiaken to keep the fund good, or re- 
imbursed under any loss or deficiency. 

Mr. MANGUM hoped the amendment would 
not preva'l. He was not prepared tossy that no 
man in the service should be permitted io receive 
a pension while acting as aa ollicer. He was not 
prepared to adopt the naked princip!e without look- 
ing to eases of exception. 

Mr. CLAY oi Alabama. Dol understand the 
Senator from North Garo! na to assert the principle 
that there mizht be cases where ful! pay should be 
received, as an cfficer and pensioner at the same 
time? 

Mr. MANGUM. Yes, I can conceive many such 
cases! 
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Mr. LINN said as this was to be the age of re. 
fori, he hoped it weuld te carried cur. He had 
committed an error in voting forthe law cf 1837, 
and he was ready now to correct thaterror. The 
other side of the Senate would find him ready jn 
all manner of 1eforms, retrenchment, ccoromy, 
justice—in skort, in all the cardinal principles ox 
good government, the Senator from Nirih Caroli. 
na would fiod him (Mr. L.] ranged by his side. 
The introduction of the new party was io bea 
bright era in our political and social history; now, 
said Mr. L. let us make itso. Gentlemen wi!! ai- 
ways fiad me ready to go with them in every mea- 
sure that has the good of ihe country at heart, 
though I did object to their scheme of removisg 
burcens ly the creaticn of a Bank. 

Mr. MANGUM said all! he desired was time to 
perfect a system such as would place the pevsion 
system where it ought to stand. ide would pledge 
himself there in his piace, to co-operate with gen- 
Uemenin bringing about the desired result, bat 
time must be allowed to perfect t. He must ask 
the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Does the bill propose to 
allow pensions to ofheers doing duty in service? 

Mr. MANGUM. Toe bill,a it comes from the 
commitiee, proposes to strike out the second section 
and leave the pensioners where they are, unt! the 
whole system could be properly remedelicd, 

Mr. BUCHANAN. That is what I expressly 
desire to ser avoided. I hope to see such a princi. 
ple every where repudiated. I shall vote now, as 
I have on all ceeasions, againstii. i cannot con- 
ceive of any exceplions to the general rule—no 
possible case where an officer should icceive fall 
pay and pension too. 

Mr. PRENTISS spoke briefly aginst the sys- 
tem. He, like the Senacr from Pennsylvania, 
could conceive no possible case where au offic r 
able to perform his duty to his country, and re- 
ceived full p*y therefor, should be pensioned on its 
bouny. He could not conceive how ability and 
disability could be reconciled ia the same indivi- 
dual; and ail such cases came not within the spirit 
of the pension system. 

Mr. PRESTON could readily conceive cxse% 
wheie officers in service might receive pensio:s. 
Officers might place so much ina gencral fond, 
from which they evuid draw back in time of nerd, 
as aopeared was the intention of the navy pension 
fund. And then he might point to a distingushed 
military friend crippled vith gun get wounds, so 
that he had to take au additional servant with him 
wherever he went. Vensions insuch cases ou.ht 
to be allow: d for healt ruined, comfort svcrificed, 
energy wasted. There mighi be cther cases cited 
if he were disposed to enumera’e them. 

Alter some further remarks from Messrs. EF} UN- 
TINGTON, WILLIAMsS, BERRIEN, and others, 
the question Was taken on the acopron of te 
amendmeut, and decided in the a‘firmative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Buc)a- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, C}ayton, Cuthbert, 
Fulion, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, Prentiss, Sevier, 
Smith of Coanecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, W.i- 
liams, Woodbury, Wrignt, and Young—21. ; 

NAYS-—Mesers. Berrien, Cheate, Clay of Ken 
tucky, Evens, (Frsnam, Huntington, Ker, Mane 
gum, Merrick, Midler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodridge—18. 

Mr. MANGUM now expressed the hope that the 
second section would be stricken out in wccordance 
with the views of the commitice. They wese not 
prepared, in the absence of all proper invest. «tion, 
to act on a subject involving so much complexity; 
and another reason was that it would be unceriak- 
ing to repeal a whole appropriation bill. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, if this abuse were not 
met on =n appropriation, it never would be met at 
ail. The bill of 1836 mad- the mo-t ample pro- 
vision for pay of «fficers of the navy. It was 
begher by more than double than either in Eueland 
or France, and, under that stale of things, nv pos- 
sible case could be suggested where full pay and 
pension should be received. Such a proceeding 
would be a great abuse, and, when the ime came, 
it ought to be corrected, 
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tion to the general rule, it must be an extreme case. 
With every feeling in favor of the navy, he should 
still feel himself bound to vote for retaining the 
section. 

Mr. PIERCE spoke at some length against the 
system 23 applivd to the navy. Thrre were caves 
of oScers receiving pay for full disability, when in 
comuand of line-of battle ships. The law of 1837 
gave pay to Officers from the time of their disa- 
bility. He had been long enough connected with 
ihe Pension Committee to understand something of 
it. He had now in his drawer wore than fifty let- 
ters from officers of the army, neither beeging nor 
imploring, but demanding to Le placed on the same 
foeting with the navy in regerd to pensions. He 
thought, on his conscience, that the pension 
systein of this country was the worst on the face of 
the cari), and that they coald never have either an 
army Of 2 Navy until ihere were reforms of more 
things than pensions. He pointed to the Military 
Academy, appointinents to which rested on the in- 
fluence that could be brought to bear by both 
Houses of Congress. He had looked on that scien- 
tific institution, fiom which no army would ever 
have acommander while West Pont was in the 
ascendancy; and he would tell why. Toe princi- 
pies on which Frederick the Great and Napoleon 
acted were those to make seldiers—where merit 
was, reward always followed, but had they not 
witnessed cases of men of character, courage, and 
capacity, asking, from day to day, in vain for the 
humble rank of third lieutenant in your army, who 
would be glad to have such appointments? I know 
(said Mr. P.) a man who, at the batile of the With- 
lacoochie, had he performed tie same service under 
Napoleon, would have received a baton. But in 
ours What did be gei? Three times did that gal- 
lant fellow, with bis arm broken and hanging at 
his side, charge the T-c:ans, and drive them from 
their hammocks, where they were eatrenched. 
Tae poor seageant staid ia the scrvice until his time 
expied, and that wasallhe got for his gallantry 
aud disinterestedavss. Such instances of neglect 
world upset any service, desirey a'! emulation, 
aud check all proper pride and ambition in subor- 
qnates. It ever they Were to have a good army or 
navy, they must promote merit in both branches of 
service, as every truly great general had done, and 
every wise Government ought to do, 

The question was then taken on s'riking out the 
2d sect p, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clay 
of Kentucky, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phe!ps, 
Povier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Talimadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—19. 

NAYS—Mbssrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Bua- 
chenan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Cathbert, Fulioa, King, Linn, Moaion, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Prentiss, Sevirr, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, aad Young—23. 

Mr. WOODBURY then moved to -further 
amend the bill by adding to the first section the 
following: 

“Provided that no part of this money shall be applied to the 


payment of any pensioners not entitled under the acts of Con- 
gress as they eXisted priorto the year 1S37.” 


Mr. WALKER desired to keep the act of 1834 
in force. He fe!t it a duty ‘o see that the law grant- 
ing pensions to widows for five years after the 
death of their husbands should be continued in foree, 
He would therefore move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the following: 

“And provided, also, that the pensious authorized ander the 


act of the 30ih June, 1884, be, and same are hereby, continued 
in force until otherwise directed by law.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS said the effect of this amend- 
ment would be to pension for life the widows of 
th se whose husbands had died in service. The act 
contemplated giving pensions to widows only whose 
husbands had been killed in baitie, or bad died 
fom their wounds, 

Mr. WALKER pointed to cases where, if the 
law of 1834 was repeated, the widows of officers 
whose husvands had covered the country with 
gl ry would be deprived of their supp: r', and be 
leftin peuury, What odds did it maks whether an 
officer died from wounds received or from other cou- 
ungencies in service? He knew a widow whose 
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husband had been incarcerated in a dungedil in 
Tripoh:, whrre he had con'racted a disease of 
which he died. Ought not the widow to be as 
much ent'tled in that cave, as if ie had died from 
wounds? He woul! surp se offteers es gage! ina 
iropical climate, and, in passing ftom one ship to 
aucther, one died of a coup de sokil, would his 
family not be as muchentitiedas though he had 
been killed or died of wounds received in batile? 
Where was the distinc'ion,and why change the 
whole Navy pension system? 

Mr. PIERCE replied at some length. 

Mr. SEVIER said, if he understood the act of 
1834, it was to give the widews a pension for five 
years; but, if the act was to be renewed, he thought 
they might as well renew it for life at once, insiead 
ot every five years, i they were to have fresh 
eppeals made to theie sympathies. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said in every service the 
widows of those who have b<en slain in battle, or 
had died from wounds received therein, were pen- 
sioned either for life or for a certain number of 
years. Sucha system of proceeding might be con- 
sonant with sound policy, but to pension the 
widows of those who died in service from any 
casualty, wou!d exhaust any treasury on the face 
of the earth. The pension system, at its orig/n, 
had no such iritention. 

The debate was forther continued by Messrs. 
MANGUM, CUTHBERT, WOODBURY, and 
others, when the further consideration was posi- 
poned unul Tuesday next. 

DISTRICT BANK BILL. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to take up the bill 
for the renewal of the cliarters of the banks of the 
District of Columbia, which had been reported with 
an amen nent. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN desired to have the effec: of the 
amendment explained. 

Mr. M“RRICK said it laid in a nutshell. The 
bill, as originally reported, ob.iged the banks to 
resume specie payments on all their own notes and 
liabilities, with some other whoiesome and salutary 
restrictions and regulations. A propos.tion was 
then made by the Senator from Mis:ouri, wh'ch 
prevailed in the Senate, prohibiting the banks from 
paying out or loaning any notes other than those 
of specie-paying banks. This excluded the ias‘i- 
tutions of the District from dealing in the paper of 
the circumjaceat States, with which the people 
transacted a great quantity of business, and there- 
by rendered the bill a nullity for all practical pur- 
poses. The effect of the bill, Mr. M. said, would 
be to give a good currency by excluding from cir- 
evlation much of the worthless trasi which did not 
even bear its value en itsface, If the people were 
to be permitted to have a bank at all, it was all 
important that the amendment should be sustained. 
Another amendment which the committee thought 
of introducing if it could find favor in the Senate, 
was to allow of the issue of small notes of one and 


two dollars, which would have the effect of giving | 


to the cit:zens other and additional conveniences 
and facilities. 

Mr. ALLEN said, afier the amendment of the 
Senator from Misscuri had been engrafted cn the 
bill by asolemn vote of the Senate, and after it 
bad slept so long in the committee, he must confess 
thathe did not expect to see it again presenied, in 
all i's most objectionable features. He had warned 
the Sena'e, ina prior discussion, that it was about 
to charter banks in th's District to issue notes while 
in a state of suspension. He affirmed that there 
was nota State in the Ucion, however prostituted 
its Legislature, where such a principle was sane- 
tioned. ‘The most that had ever been done vas to 
legalize for agiven tine ‘he suspemion. The Se- 
nator had said the District was flocded wi h trash— 
an irredeemable paper—and apon the exstenee of 
that fact he predicated th: necessity of «stablishing 
six more banks, 

If thee banks were to be allowed to cueulate 
noles of non-specie paying banks, they would 
never issue a dolar of theirown. They had none 
of their paper out, and theref: re the idea of paying 
specie was a mere nullity; and if they were alowed 
to deal in notes of non-specie paying banks, they 
would be the meie agents for patting in circula- 
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tion noies which they were not bound to redeem. 
Was not the evil of an irredeemabdie paper then 
increased, when these banks were allowed to put 
such notes ia cifeniaioal i ask that Senator (said 
Mr. A.) ‘nali candor and kindness, if it will not be 
so. I ask him ia behail of the suffering people of 
this Distr:iet (about wh ch he had told us so much) 
if the effect Gili not be ihe introduction of aa irre- 
d-emable paper to the exclusion of allsound and 
healiny etirrency? If it willno’, Task him to show 
me how or why i will not. 

Mr. MERRICK replied at considerable length. 

Mr. ALLEN answered the observations made by 
Mr. Merrick, and showed that there was the moit 
glaring inconsistency between (ie arguments on the 
other side i favor of the Fiseal Sank regulator, 
and those now in favor of legalizing a% iredeema- 
ble currency in the District of Columbia. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana spoke at some | Dgth in 
favor of Mr. Mearicx’s motion. 

Mr. LINN sai‘, he thought from the tranqui'U- 
ty of the Sexator from Maryland, that ail must 
have been arranged in caucus, and the passage ot 
the bili looked on as certain. He regarded the pro- 
position to remedy the evils of this District by ad- 
ding new banks, to be as greata piece of humbug 
as that of the Senator from Kentucky which bis re- 
gulator of the curreacy. 

Mr. L. cousidered it the most unfortanate thing 
in the world for this District, that the people had 
not sespected the law of Congress; that law would 
have secared to (hema sovad currency, bad wey 
been governed by tis provis'ous. 

Mr. BERRIEN rose to make a suggestion, 
which he hoped would be acopred. He could not 
allow himseif to vote for a charter which admitted 
of the banks issuing irredeematie prper. He 
woul! not consent to strike out the featme which 
tae Senator from Missouri had introdueed on a 
prior occasion, but he would move to modily it se 
as to read, “shall not, afier the 4th of March next,’” 
&c. By that time, tie monetary condition of the 
country, he hat ao doubt, would stand ow a diiler- 
ent and be.ter basis, as the Bank of the United 
States would thea be ia operation. He beheved 
the med:fica'ion be proposed would have a tenden- 
cy to relieve the peuple, while it would noi violate 
the principles he had laid down for his own go- 
vernment. 

Mr. MERRICK said he accepted the modifica- 
tion with pleasure. 

Mr. BENYON would ask the Senator from 
Georgia to put his amendinent somewhere else, tor 
Go i’s sake, and not wtreduce it alongside of any 
thiog of hs, (Vir. B's.) Mr. B. said there was not 
a week or day but kegs of gold asd silver were 
shipped off to the North. While Congress was 
asked to charter banks to issue an irredeemable 
paper, specie was the only staple export from the 
Di-trict. Mr. B. spoke for some considerable 
time against the whole bill. 

The fu: ther consideration of the bill was post- 
poned to go into Executive session; and after 
some time spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, July 29, 1841. 

The joarnal of yesterday was read asd ap- 
proved. 

Mr. BARNARD asked that, by tre general 
consent of the Howe, the Senate bil on the 
subject of bankrupicy might be read a first 
aud second time, in order that he might move it be 
printed. 

Mr. STEENROD objected. 

Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. BARNARD hoped, 
then, that the House would proceed with the tegu- 


‘Jar morning business. 


The SPEAKER then called the commitices in 
their order for reporis. 

DIPLOMATIC AGENTS. 

Mr. FILLWORE, from the Comminee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bili mekine ap- 
propriations for outfits and sajaries oi Dipioma- 
tic Agents. 

The bill havinz been read once by its title— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON rave! the question 
whether, under the resoluiioa which hed been 
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avoped prescribing and liuniung the business of 
the House duri g tne present s-s:ion, the subject- 
matier on this bili was in order. 

The SPEAKER? decided shat it was clearly ia 
ord: r. 

Mr. CAVE JO“INSON appealed from this de 
Cision. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked the yeas and pays 
thereon. . 

Some desvliory conversation followed on the 
yiot of order, in whch Messrs. FILLMORE, 
JOPKINS, GILWVMER, PICKEN%, CAVE 

JOHNSON, CUSHING, acd PROFFIT pari- 
Cipated. 

Afier which, Mr. CAVE JOHNSON withdrew 
the appeal. 

And the question recurring on the second read- 
ing of the bill— 

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired of the Chairman of 
the Committve of Ways and Means what outfits 
were provided for: this bill? 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the bill could be 
read through, and thus the gentleman would receive 
allthe information he required. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was understood to say that 
he had intended to offer a resolution on this subject, 
but that he had not had an opportunity so to do 
He now gave notice (as the Repor‘er understood) 
that he would object to any appropriations for 
ontfits to Naples or Sardinia, for the reason that he 
convidered them perfectly useless. 

The bill was then read at large, and, on motion 
of Mr. FILLMORE, was referred to the Commi'- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the House revolve 
i'seif into Committee of the Whole on the state ef 
the Union. 

Mr. LEVY asked Mr. Pickens to withdraw the 
motion fora moment, which Mr. P. consented to 
do on the pledge of its renewal. 

Mr. LEVY then asked leave to introduce two 
bills and to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the unanimous consent of 
the House would be required. 

And no objection was made. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

Mr. LEVY inotroduced a bill making farther 
provision for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
in Florida. 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. LEVY asked that it might be ordered toa 
third reading to merrow. 

Mr. L. explained, in support of the motion, that 
this bill had passed the Senate during the last ses- 
sion, and had failed only for want of time. It re- 
vived the act of 1836, authorizing the President of 
the Uuited States to call in service volunteers when 
necessary for service against the Southern Indians. 
This bill gave the President a discretion limited to 
twenty five hundred men, ins'ead of ten thousand. 
It proposed merely to place it in the power of the 
Executive to take the proper steps to defend the 


Southera front-er if it should become necessary to - 


do so. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked that the bill might be 
read at large; which, having been done, 

Mr. F. said he was satisfied that a bill of this 
importance should not go through the House wi'h- 
out having been considered by some standing com- 
mittee of the House. And the most appropriate 
committee briog, as it seemed to him, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, he would move its refe- 
rence to that committee. 

Mr. LEVY thought the objection of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Fittmore] was a 
strange one. The bill did not propose to compe! 
or duect the President of the United States—it did 
not say he shall receive volunteers, merely giving 
a discretion to be used in case of necessity. Were 
the friends of the Administration unwilling to trust 
the President? Were the Opposition unwilling to 
concede to the preseat Administration what they 
asket for the past Administration, because, as he 
had stated, this bill bad passed the Senate at the 
last session? It seemed to him that no sufficient 
objection could be made. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that this subject of giving 
this power to the President had been very much 
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diss ue-ed at the last Ci neress, 
ready had power, ender standing laws, to call out 
ine militia when he shou!'d deem tt necessary, and 
the questi: n was whether that power shouid now 
be so changed astoanuthrz- the P esident to re- 
c ive ve lunieers? He knew thar this might create 
a great charge upon the Treasury. H- did notsay 
that this discretionary power should not be given to 
the Presiden’: bu', he repeated, he th ught the bill 
‘hould urdergo the consideration of a standing 
comminer of the House. 

Mr. LEVY was understood to assent. 

And the bill was then referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LEVY introduced a bill to provide forthe 
relief and protection of the, people of the United 
States against the Indian banditti infesting the 
Territory of Fiorida and the State of Georgia. 

And, having been read twice by its title, the 
bill, on motion of Mr. L. was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LEVY (under similar consent) offered the 
following resolution, which lies over one day for 
consideration, and was ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to furnish 
to this House the following information, to wit: 

1. What sums have been expended in the execution of the 


treaty of Payne’s Landing, on the 9th day of May, 1832, 


with the Seminole nation of Indians, specilying the several 
items. 


2. Whether any, and what, annuities are paid to the said Se- 
minole Indians. 


3 Whether the whole tract of country designated in the sup- 
plemental treaty signed at Fort Gibson on the 28 h of March, 


1833, is now in the possession of the said Seminole nation of In- 
dians. 


4. What number of Indians and negroes have been emigrated 
from Florida since the date of said treaty. 


5. What is the aggregate amount of expenditure which 


has been occasioned by the hostilities of said Seminole In- 
dians. 


6. How many personsin the military service of the United 
States have been killed or wouaded in the course of said 


hostilities, (including military and regulars,) and distinguishing 
the grades of the killed and wounded, 


7. What number of pensions have been allowed in conse- 
quence of wounds received in the Florida service, or to the 
widows of persons killed in said service. 

8. What portion of the regular army of the United States 
is now on duty in Florida, and under orders for that ser- 


vice. 

Mr. LEVY then renewed the motion to the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PICKENS agaia waived the motion, to en- 
able 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maryland, from the Select 
Committee to whom had been referre:| the bill 
from the Senate in relation to the Censwis, to report 
the same with amendment. 

The bill, on motion of Mr. W. wasicicired to 
the Committe of the Whole on the stzt: of the 
Union. 

Mr. W. then renewed the motion that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked Mr. Pickens to 
waive the motion, to enable him (Mr. I.) to give 
notice (as the Reporter undersiood) of an amend- 
ment which he desired to offer to the bill in rela- 
tion to duties and drawbacks. 

Mr. PICKENS was understood to decline. 

Mr. WINTHROP meade a similar request of the 
gentieman from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens,]} 
to enable him (Mr. W.) to present a memorial in 
relation to the bil upon which it was now proe- 
posed that the House should go into committee. 
To-morrow (¥riday) was the day fired by a reso- 
lution of the House as the time at which the ques- 
tion on the bill should be taken. This, therefore, 
was the last hour at which a memorial could be 
presented in relation to it. He asked, therefore, 
the general convent of the House to present a me- 
morial on the subject of the low-priced wools, 

Mr. PICKENS said he could not oblige the gen- 
tleman. There wa: a document which ought to 
have been printed (but had not) which was qui‘e 
as important a; any memorial that could be pre- 
sented, 

Mr. WINTHROP desired, then, that it might 
be noted that this memorial bad been shut out by 
the application of the gag. 

Mr. BARNARD desired, he said, to make an 
appeal to the House to give him time to make a 








—————— 





—— 
Phe Pres dent at- {| m-tion fer the printing of the bill fron the Senate 


toestablish aa iform system of bankrupicy. 

Objection was made, 

M:. W. W. IRWIN ioquired of the Chair jf it 
weuld be in order to move @ recousidesaiin of ihe 
vote of yesterday ad pting the re-olaticn by which 
the bill in reistion io duties and drawbacks was 
ordered to be taken out of committee on F iday? 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman might 
give nolice of such a motion, but that it would not 
be in order to consider it at this time, inasmuch as 
there was another privileged question pending; (‘0 
wit, the motion to go into commi'iee.) 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Pickens 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative. ” 

REVENUE BILL. 

So the House again resolved iiself into Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Cusnine of Massachuretis iu the chair,) on the vill 
in relation to duties and drawbacks. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Arnerton to suike out the eracting clause { the 
bill— 

Mr. SALTONSTALL went against the bill in 
its present shape. Hie might vote for the amend. 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Ken- 
NeDyY,] but he doubted the propriety of taxing tea 
and c: ffee, as proposed by the original bill. At 
any rate, he preferred wailing until the next sec- 
sion. He should hate to vote aginst an Adminis- 
tration measure; but he felt that he should be bound 
to do so unless it wasamended. He said hiscoun- 
try owned two-thirds of the fishing trade, and his 
constituents went to the waier like ducks, although 
they were not web-footed; but still he would never 
vote for a bill to protect commerce only. The tea 
trade, he said, was now interrupted by the Chinese 
war, and the tea ships were now lying along the 
wharves of Salem. 

Mr. INGERSOLL made some remarks, but im- 
perfectly heard, in relation to the power of Con- 
gress to appoint committees to sit during the recess, 
taking the ground, as the Reporter understood him, 
that Congress had no such power, and that it was 
not claimed even by Parliament, save under pecu- 
liar restrictions. 

Mr. I. said that, although he knew how to speak 
to the subject before the committee, he confessed 
he did not know very well how to vote, and on the 
whole concluded that he should go against the bill 
in its present shape, as being precipitate and pre- 
mature. Money the Government must have, and 
should always have, so far as his vote went, for a 
fair administration of iis affairs, for the pay of the 
army and the navy, and the civil list, and to meet 
its Jiabilities under the law. 

How was the money to be raised? Mr. I. said 
that on this question he professed himself a friend 
to a “judicious tariff,’”? a phrase which, though 
often ridiculed, had no less a man for its author 
than the late Mr. Crawford, on whom he passed a 
very handsome eulogium. To a judicious tariff 
this country must look for its resources of revenue, 
and to effect this object a deliberate review of the 
whole system of revenue laws must be gone into at 
the next session. Gentlemen had stated twenty- 
five millions as a sum not too large to meet the 
reasonable wants of Government; and he had come 
to the conclusion that this was a just estimate. 
Gentlemen of high authority, he knew, thought we 
might de with Jess, and he hoped we might; but 
from a consideraiion of the past, he would not 
bring himself to that conclusion. 

As to what had been said about the probability 
cf a war, the temple of Janus had scarce ever beea 
shut in this country. We were nearly always ia 
some kind of warlike trouble, with Engiand, 
France, Spain, Mexico, the Barbury Powers, or the 
Indians. There was not a moment that did not 
call for some expenditure beyond the mere regalar 
operations of the Governmen!; and he would ven- 
ture the prophecy that less than twenty-five mil 
lions would not carry us through, and that it must 
be raised from a “judicious tariff.” 

Mr. I. next adverted to the positions taken by 
Mr. Ruetr and Mr. McKeon in favor of direct 
taxation, They had winced not a little when cate- 
chised more closely as to their faith; but as for Mr. 
I. he had come to this place with this resolution, to 
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Rave no fear but one, and to say whaiever he 
th oght true, and necessary to be said. On this 
quetioa of direct taxation he had no opinion— 
pone to give—he Was bere in a minority, aud not 
responsible for the course of the Government, nor 
likely to b-, unless some very extraordinary coatin- 
gency shoud bappen {A laugh } But within the 
last few days a Cistinguished gentleman e!se- 
where, (Mr. Bayarp,| who was in habits of ini- 
macy with another sull more distinguished, once 
presiding ex ¢fficio 1m this House, and now ex eathe- 
dra in another, bad taken the ground that without 
astamp (ax on bank notes, this Government could 
not be well- administered. On that point Mr. I. 
gave no opinion—he had none to give—but here 
was One of the most odious forms of direct taxa- 
tion publicly avowed as adsolutely necessary to a 
right adjustment of the currency. 

So in this House, a highly respectable gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. Everett] had advocated with 
the same Openness a lax upon auctions, as another 
drop ia the modern panacea. Mr. I. had nothing 
to say, for or against it. [A laugh.] But this he 
would say, if ail was true which had been said by 
the highly respectable gentleman, all friends of the 
present Administration, who had oceup ed the floor 
both yesterday and to-day, [Mr. Irwin, Mr. Bar- 
warp, Mr. Everett, Mr. Wintnrop, and Mr. 
SALTONST4LL,] and if the compromise act was to 
continue, they would find it difficult to shew how 
the Government was to get on without resorting to 
direct taxes. By this he meant not a land tax, but 
internal duties. If twenty-five millions a year was 
to be the ordinary jog-trot expenditure of this Go- 
vernment, he did not see how it was to be admin’s- 
tered without them, Did this Administration think 
that by substituting a Bank for taxes, it could get 
along? That was tried in Pennsylvanis; asd a 
miserable failure it proved. Or would they live 
by borrowing? That, tco, was tried in that State 
with no beiter suecess. And if vbliged"to resort to 
them, would they hesitate? He could not believe 
it. The course of the Government had induced 
Mr. I to look at the appea!, in 1817, of President 
Monroe, to repeal the internal taxes; amd he found 
that the five negatives to the vote on that cccasion 
were Judge Baldwin, Judge Hopkinson, Governor 
Middleton, Mr. Storrs, and Mr. Jeremiah Nelson. 
For one, he honored men who thus had shown the 
manly independence, in the face of a Presidential 
recommendation, and in view of all the unpopula- 
rity of the measure, to refuse to destroy a system 
which, at some future day, might become indispen- 
sable. 

Mr. 1, had learned from the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means that the expense 
of collecting the revenue was at this time about 
twelve pec cent. and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Satroxstaut] had said that, while 
the revenue was decreasing, the expense of collect- 
ing it had nearly doubled. Now Mr. I. would 
state that the expense of collecting the internal du- 
ties, with all the officers and machinery indispen- 
sable to such an operation, did not exceed five per 
cent. The custom-house collections cost the ceun- 
try the salaries of 2,000 offic ‘rs, while thore under 
the system of direct internal taxes, both the land 
tax and the whiskey tax, and all other taxes, cost 
but the salaries of 400 officers; and he would affirm 
that bo:h the stamp tax and the auction tax could 
be collected by fifty men. The custom-house offi- 
cers were said to be very active politicians; but oa 
that he gave no opinion, not even respecting one in 
his own district, who was said to go a jittle beyond 
the ordinary line. 

Mr. I. would say to the friends of a certain great 
man who now held the most conspicuous station 
(out of the Presidential chair) in the Union, and 
who had the power of legisiation in their hands, 
that they must either borrow more money, or im- 
pose internal daties, or break the compromise act, 
both in its spirit and its lever. 

Here Mr. 1. went on to remark, in reference to 
the difference between internal taxes and imposts 
On foreign importations, that it was a principle ap- 
plicable as well to States as to individuals; that the 

ossession of property got without trouble usually 
ed to extravagance and debt. If the Adminisira- 
tion resorted to internal taxes, the responsibility of 














repre-entatives to their cons'ituents would be infi- | ations, were in their nature perennial, and they 


nitely greater than at present. 

Mr. 1. had lutened with edification to the speech 
of Mr. Apams in reference ‘o the execution, or re- 
ther the perpetra‘ion of the compromice act; but be 
had been taken by surprise, and hardly knew what 
to do or what to think. That compromise was ef- 
fected by the hi.h heads, the (wo peaks of the great 
protective and nullification parties, without any ac- 
tive agency of either the Executive or the greater 
part of the legislative bodies, It seitied a terrible 
question, and had been productive of most desira- 
ble resuits in saving the Union from civil strife. 
The great question was, what influence was to be 
given toi:? Mr. I. hardly knew. Mr. I would en- 
deavor to bring about that state of things whea ail 
industry, manufacturing, agr.culiural, commercial, 
and navigation, should enjoy steady employment, 
with good, by which he meant high wages, paid in 
hard money; for wages paid in any other cannot be 
high, or good, or adequate. It is absurd to sup- 
pose so—the pulcherrinmo populi fastigio, the palmy 
prosperity to which this country, above all others, 
is entitled, when well governed. 

Mr. I, considered the measures and discussions 
of this session the most substantial homage to the 
last Administration. If, in addition to its carren- 
cy troubles, it was so straitened jn resources, as 
now insisted by the majority, very considerable ta- 
lent was indispensable to administering Govern- 
ment, and comply with its requirements. Mr. J. 
had received a kind letter lately from the epicure- 
angentleman in retirement at Kinderhook, who 
was busy and happy in raising fine cabbages 
there. He had desired Mr. I. to present his eom- 
piiments to his friends in the House, which Mr. I. 
did not know how to do better than to getthe cleik 
to read it to all ihe members, for he believed that Mr. 
Van Burenhad not an enemy here. If the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means would 
callat Kirderhook, on his way heme, after his 
exploits at this extraordinary session, no doubt the 
late President will entertain him with excellent 
sourcrout, and a content which Mr. FittmMore 
will not enjoy himself. 

M1. I. said he could not for his life understand 
the “luxury” of tea and coffe. He supposed it 
was much like that of cold wateron a very hot 
day. Nor could he better understand the idea ofa 
“‘emporary aciion” on such a subject as the tariff. 
It was something like the phrase, a “temporary 
death.” The Government might passa law that 
a man should be dead fora certain number of 
years, and then dug ep and galvan:zd into live 
again. Afiera branch of manufacture was pros- 
tra'ed, the hands dispersed, the machinery eaten by 
rus’, the owners b:oke, the Gove:nment might cal! 
these things together by an act, but would that 
bring them together again? The idea appeared tohim 
an absurdity. And as to retaliatory duties, the bill 
gave France three weeks’ notice to repeal her 
laws! And as to this sort of flush action, reduc- 
ing all taxes to 20 per cent. it surpassed Dr. Frank- 
lin’s idea of saying grace overthe whole barrel of 
fish at once. - Evea the honorable chairman him- 
self could not teil on what the bill would operate. 
Nor (throagh the blessed operation of the one- 
hour rule) would he have any opportunity to. re- 
ply or to explain, though he mu:t have beer com- 
pletely riddled by the cannonade of so many of his 
political friends, who sat all round him. He would 
not be al'owed to teil the House how tea and su- 
gar were ‘ luxuries,” while statuary, engravings, 
antiquities, and gems, were “necessaries of life.” 

Mr. I. here asked what was the cancer, the gan- 
grene that wav undermining our whole industrial 
system in the United States? It was floctuation, 
perpetual change, constant uncertainty. The same 
thing affected manfactures that affected currency; 
what both wanted was sieadiness, uniformity, cer- 
tainty. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury,and chair- 
man of the Ways and Means (not the American 
Government) by this b ll acted like the American 
savages cherished by Montesquieu, who, when they 
wanted the fruit on a tree, they first cut down the 
tree and then gathered and ate the fruit. Dip gentle- 
men think they could destroy the tariff fora little 
while only? The sources of national prosperity 
though they might suffer some changes and fiactu- 





could not be destroyed and then restored at plea- 
sure. If Mr. I. were a maliznant enemy of 
this Administiation, he would say pass the bill 
at this session; as a party map, he could ack no- 
thing better. 

Mr. I. next adverted to the declaration once 
made by Mr. Webster in the Sénate, that there 
must be a tax upon French silks and French wines, 
This was a very popular tax, but it ought to be 
resisted, and the truth plan y told. A gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Unverwocp] was not content 
with laying 20 per cent. on these si'/ks aod wines, 
he would go as faras 30 unless Franee should 
immediately repralher regie. If the gentleman 
knew any thing of the facis, he never would have 
taken such ground. It was just as reasonable as 
it weuld be tor a member of the French Chamber 
of Deputies to say he never would cousent to have 
any commerce with tee United States unless all 
the men in Kentucky shou'd at once ceave to chew 
tobacco. The tax on tobacco was an inveterate 
Government monopoly, and so had been for cen- 
turies; he would seein Parisa shop for snuff at 
every fewyards. The Goveroment rested on it, 
and could notchange it. Old Governments like 
those of continental Europe could not alter their 
systems with a nod as we could here. They had 
immense military establishments to keep up, and 
their taxes were comparatively fixed and unaltera- 
ble. He knew that retaliatory duties had beena 
favorite idea with Hamilton, and ‘hat Mr, Jeffer- 
son and Mr. Madison had recommended them in 
1794. 

Much had been said on subject of free trade; 
but on that subject he woud take the hberty of 
reading an extract from a Sta‘'e paper of the high- 
est authority, and which conained within a short 
space a concentra'ion of the noblest aad most com- 
prehensive sentiments that he hac ever seen 
grouped together. ‘Phe document was the work of 
F.anklin and of Turgot, (the author, by the bye, 
of a work on national weali>, from which Adam 
Smith had drawn almost all the substance of his 
famous book. It was the first American treaty, 
the nobest of all treaties, preceeding American in- 
depenitence, the first uf ‘he vie'cry of Saratoga. 


“His most Christian Majesty and the said United States have 
judged that the saidend could not be better obtained than by 
taking, for the basis of theiragreement, the most perfect equa- 
lity and reciprocity, and by carefully avoiding all those bur- 
densome preferences which are usually sources of debate, em- 
barrassmen', and discontent; by leaving also each party at li- 
berty to make, respecting commerce and navigation, those in- 
terlor regulations which 1 shali find most convenient to iisel 
and by founding the advantage of commerce eolely upon rect- 
procal utility, and the just rules of freeintercourse; reserving 
withal to each party the liberty ofadmitting, at ita pleasure, 
other nations to a participation of the same advantages.”’ 


‘These were the great principles of free rade — 
then, for the first time, announced to the world, in 
whose ears they must have sounded strange and 
new. Gentlemen might read Adam Smith till 
their heads ached, and never find more than was 
here summed up in half a dozen lines in that 
treaty. 

But here gentlemen were for going at once into 
awarwith France. Not, indeed, a war with 
arms, but, what was wor-e, a war of retaliation— 
a war without military glory—and yet with all the 
burdensome expense of the most extended military 
operations. We had now, at last, come to a 
friendly understanding with that great power; and 
shou!d it so happen that we should come into col- 
lision with another of the formidable powers of 
Europe, where were we to get armed steam ships, 
and ships of the line, soonest and cheapesi? 
Where but at Brest aud Toulon? Where also 
ovr vessels might repair and refi? Where but 
at Brestand Toulon? By friendship with France 
we conld command advantages that would be more 
to wus than all our forifications aod all our home 
squadrons, though he had no objecion to these 
also, and had voied to sustain them. Yet ail these 
adv«ntages we were to sacrifice for the sake ofa 
million of doljjars. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Fittmone] 
with a naivete which was quite amusing, seemed 
to suppose that, because we laid a certain duty on 
French silks and French wines, we were ol course 
to get the whole of this duty into the Treasury. 
Why, did the gentlemaa ever chance te hear of 
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such a person as one Dirck Hatteraick?) The duty 
would Operate as a mere bounty on smugeling. 
Did he no: know thai in France there was a regular 
tariff on smuggli:¢ as well as that imposed by Go- 
vernment? For five or six per cent. ‘here were 

ersons whe would undertake to deliver any goods 

ewanted. Yet, with the simplicity of a child, he 
seemed to count-on the duty as all sure to the 
Treasury. 

Here the hour elapsing, Mr. 1. resumed his seat. 

Mr. PICKENS said he rese under great discou- 
ragement, to speak to a great and imporiant sub- 
ject affecting deeply the interesis of great masses 
of our population, under a rule which trammetied 
the freedom of debate and prevented every thing 
like fuli discussion. The bill was to be taken oat 
of committee to-morrow, and uniil within an hour 
its friends had occupied the oor ever siace it had 
been under discussion. Even its friends feit the 
miserable operation of the rule which would pre- 
clude them from explaining or supporting the 
amendments they wished to offer. Never had an 
important tax bill passed through the House in so 
short a lime. 

The outlines of the bill had been given in the re- 
portof the Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
proposed a temporary revision of the tariff, and the 
imposition of a duty of 20 per cent, on all articles 
either free of duty or taxed under that amount. 
The bill had been passed through a committee and 
reported to the House, and now it was to be passed 
as a th ng of course, on the miserable, conteu:pii- 
ble plea that the people had decided on the mea- 
Sure, and all that Congress had to do was to register 
their edict. Was ih:s wise and dignified legislr- 
tion? Mr. P. had no objection to arevision of the 
tariff, but let it be a fuil and fair revision. Let 
not Congress be orcup.ed with a temporary revi- 
sion when, in a year’s ume, the whole subject must 
undergo a new examination. 

The distinguished gentleman from Pennsy!vzania 
(Mr. Incersoit} who had just taken his seat, had 
presented t» the committee as many important 
points on which he had no opinion, as Mr. P. had 
ever heard in all his life before. [Alaush.] He 
thought he understood some of the gcntiemen’s ob- 
jects, and he had approached them most adroitly. 
Several gentlemen trom the North had siated ihe 
probable eficcts of this bili ea the peculiar interests 
of their own districts; but should Mr. P. attempt, in 
like manner, to show how injuricusly it would af- 
fect the interesis he reprepresenied, he should at 
once de assaled with cries that he was speaking 
agan.t the Usion and against the Constiiuuen; and 
athousand demagogues would instantly echo the 
cry from one cnd of the country to the other. Mr. 
P. denounced this as a mere appeal to sectional 
prejudice. When these gentlemen spoke of the 
bili as destructive to the tariff interest, why were 
they not taunted, as he had been, with opposing the 
Union? Nota word had been said to them; but 
when he pleaded for the rights of productive Jabor, 
a. well as those of capital, he was to be hunied 
cown by demagozues. 

Mr. P. now referred to the course of the debate 
yesterday. All the gentiemen who had spoken de- 
nied the binding force of the compromise act. Was 
this the doctrine of the party in power? Mr. P. 
had wished to hear from Keatucky, that he might 
discover whether this liad been determined in con- 
clave. Tae struggle would be severe to bring 
back the system of 1824, °28, and 32. The 
fact could no longer be disguised; and gen- 
Uemea might prepare them-<ives for the con- 
flict. He saw plainly twat this bill was to 
be pa:sed by, and that all ihe gveat questions 
of the tariff policy would be agaia thrown open 
as thoug) the compromise act had nd existence. 
Was this fair?) In 1835-6, when the last Admi- 
nistration liad taken pussession «f power, it was 
deiermined that the revenue must be reduced; but 
Mr. P. bad at that time insisted that, though there 
was a surplus, the compromise act was not lightly 
to be tonched, and that 1 would therefore be beiter 
to forbear and let that act rua its course. Gentle- 
men 0a ihe other side had then come up and coa- 
gratulated him on his speech; for they had a'ready 
received the benefit of that act for four years. Thea 
his doctrine was ail right and proper; bat now, 


when the South came to enjoy i's share of the be- 
nefi!, they took the other side, and the compromise 
Was 4s nothing. Oue geutieman had s id that 
twenty-eight millions wouid be needed to cary on 
the Governmen'; another, that twenty seven; 
another, that twenty-five; and in this last opinion 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Incrrsoiy]} 
agreed. And, as thissum could not be raised with- 
out duties over 29 per cent. the compromise must 
be set aside. Unil lately Mr. P. had not been pre- 
pared fur this; he had expected that at least the 
general spirit of that act would be carried out in 
the legislation of Congress; but he now saw that the 
whole tariff question must be met ia all its length 
and breadth. 

Mr P. now referred to asp ech of Mr. Cosnixa, 
in which he had spoken of the dogmas of the South, 
and had said that if they were to be insisted oa, 
the North must throw hesself into the arms of the 
great West, where there were no dogmas in the 
way. Mr. P. insisted that this was an msult to the 
West—implying that she had no principles, and 
was onthe shambles, ready to be bought by any 
who weuld bid high enough. Was this to be the 
ground of action? If so, he wished to know it. 
The South was prepared for any issue gentlemen 
thought proper to press. 

Mr. P. declared that he was not un/riendly to 
the intere ts of the North; he was actuated by no 
mean jealousy of Northern wealth and prosperity: 
he knew they were wealthy; that the Northern and 
Midie States were able io bay out the South; but 
so far from viewing this with an evil eye, he re- 
joiced and triumphed in itas an American. He 
looked forward with gratification ard pride to the 
time when she would be able to compete with 
Gieat Britainin every market of the world. But 
whea the North asked an unnatural and unconsti- 
tutional protection from the Federal Government’, 
he should always oppose the demand. Give hima 
jost revenue bill, and the Sou:h would never com- 
plain. He desired to raise revenne in such a man- 
her as not to injure the vested rights of the North. 
Let the bill be confined bona fide to revenue, and he 
had no objection so to modify it as to give inci*en- 
tal protection to Northern interests; he was ra‘her 
in favor of it. Bat ifa bill wasto lay taxes chiefly 
fur the purpose of protection, then he should at 
once take the opposite exireme, and insist on rais- 
ing the revenue solely from articles the growth and 
manufacture of foreign countries. This, however, 
was not his desire; he preferred a fair average. 

Mr. IRWIN here inquired whether Mr. P. was 
willing to discriminate in duties so as to afford 
protection within 20 per ceni.? 

Mr. P. replied hat he was, provided the revenue 
to be raised was such as would meet only the eco- 
nomical wants of the Government. He would dis- 
criminate cn some articles. He was not for push- 
ing the abstract principle for which he contended 
to extremes in practice; he would discrimivate. 
Bui if gentiemen wanted to raise three-fourths of 
the whole revenue on articles which competed with 
our Own products and manatactares, and leave all 
the articles free which the manufacturers used, he 
considered them es asking for what was unfair. 
To a just medium course be was willing to agree; 
but he woul! not go jorany duty beyond 20 per 
cent.—the limit of the compromise. 

If gentiemen asked him what tax he considered 
jn itself the most equal, bis reply would be an in- 
come tax; that he thought the wisest and most 
jast, but he knew that, ia the circumstances of 
this country sucha tax was not to be looked for. 
Tne geatieman from Vermont (Mr. Evenert] had 
intimated that the manufactars did not want a high 
tariff, provided they couid exclude auciion sales. 
This was the source which flooded the country wih 
the surplus manufactur:s of Earope; and, as a 
remedy, the gentleman had preposed a tax upon 
auctions. In that measure, Mr. P. would join bim 
heart and hand; he was prepared to divide the da- 
ty, potiing ten percent. on auctions and t'n per 
cent.on goods imported. Mr. P. was utterly op- 
posed to the auction system, as going to bring 
down our own manufacturers to a level with the 
wretched operatives of European workshops, 


But he doubted if the gentleman’s plan could be 
carried into eflect; he objected to the home valua- 





tion, as it makes duties lower at some points than 
at others, thereby causing the whole importation of 
the country to take place at those peinis. Under 
such a system the taxes would not be uniform, and 
the Constitution must be sacrificed. The genile. 
man bad drawn a glowing picture cf the future, 
and had warned the cotton growers of the South 
of the danger of losing the home market in Gonses 
quence of the competition of South America, 
Egypt, and the East Indies. But Mr. P. had not 
forgotten that the same appeal, the same warning, 
bad been pressed upon them in 1823, °29, and °39. 
Gentlemen seemed to consider their neighbors of 
the South as in utter darkness, and wholly unin- 
formed as to their own interests. He won!d 
stale one fact. In 1828, 700,000 bags of cotton 
were raised and suld at from seven to nine cents 
a pound, while in 1¢39, iwo millions of bags 
were raised, which averaged iwelve cents. This 
very year, Mr. P. had sold for ten cents and a 
quarier. Did this look like glutting the marke? 
No. Ali the South asked was for free trade 
and an open market. Give her these, and she 
never would ask for bounty or preteciion. Onac- 
half the people of Europe bad not yet begun to 
consume cotton, and two thirds of all the cotton 
goods manuf-ciured in England were consumed in 
the island itself. Now, if one-half the European 
population consumed two millions of bags, what 
would be the state of the market when not only the 
other half of Eurcpe, tut all South America and 
the East Indies came to use cotton manufaciures? 
All the South asked, he repeated i!, was a free trade 
to ali the world. He rejoiced in the consumption 
of our own home manuiaciures, and hoped the 
day would come when they would be shipped to all 
the woild. What the manufacturers of the North 
needed most was a fixed currency, and to be {ree 
from the expansions and contractions which the 
money powet of Great Britain conld act upon at 
pleasure. « 

Here Mr. P. went into some statements as to 
the effect of a paper currency immediately on 
prices, and ultimately upon proteciion itself: it 
would confjne the manufacturers to our own mar- 
ket. In support of this view he insisted upon the 
fact that in 1834, °5, and ’6, the exports from New 
England had doubied and quadrupled, while ir 
1824, °5, °6,°7, and °8, ihey had exported litle or 
nothing. In the one case they bad free trade, in 
the other they had protection. He then argued to 
show that the ultimate effect of protection mast be 
to make the manufacturers dependent slaves to the 
Feceral Government. An eniishtened free trace 
fosiered the interes!s of all parts of the Union; let 
commerce, then, spread her wings to the four winds 
and bring bsck on her expanded and exuberant 
bosom the produc's of every clime. This was the 
system which comported with the spirit of the age. 

When the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] had contended that the tariff question was 
acontest of {ree labor against slave labor, that 
distinguished and venerable gentleman had stooped 
to play a second part to the miserable, contempii- 
be Irish slang-whanger, Danie! O'Connell. Let 
England, if she dare, a'ttempt her proscription of 
the products of slave labor. As soon as she did 
so, the continent of Europe would take them. 
Gentlemen who echoed such a cry knew nothing of 
tie true philosophy of the question, but yielded to 
malignant prejudices, which b'inded their better 
udgment. Mr. P. insisted that the true coniest lay 
beiween the eslightened spirit of the present age 
aad the bondage of the daik ages. He weat into 
an argument to show that the effect of protection 
was hostile to the interesis of the laborer, so tht 
the contest was between the free wages of labor 
and the profits of capital. 

Mr. P. inthe next placs went iato a statis‘ical 
calculction, in which he showed the effecis of alter- 
ing the system of drawbacks, and insisted that 
the drawbacks weuld be reduced, and also 
the expense of collection, and that the re- 
venue shall yield twenty-four willions. If the pub- 
lic lands were to be added, the amount would be 
raised to twenty-seven and ahalf millions. And 
was not that more than enough for an economical 
adminis'ration of this Governmeni? 

Mr. Montoe’s administration, with an income of 
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twenty-two millions a year, had paid the national 
deb ; and was it come to this, that this reform Acs 
ministration, atler ai! ts premises of reirencument, 
was coutent to take the expenditures of the last 
said-to- be wasietul Administration as the basis of 
its ca'culation for the next tour years? 

Mr. P. had no objection to the principles 
of the bill. Let aduty of twelve and a half per 
cent. be imposed upon articles now free, and on 
aliarticles paying aless duty than 20 percent. This 
would yield $9,160,000. Pat the protected articles 
upto twemly per Cent. next year. ‘Vhis would 
give twelve millions more. Then adds three mil- 
ious for the public lands, and you would have a 
total of $24,160,000. And was not this enough in 
a time of profuund peace? Were all the denuscia- 
tions of the last Administration mere humbug? Mr. 
Pp. conteuded that the expenses shoud not be over 
eigateen millions. This would leave a balance 
ot six millions in the Treasury, and that in four 
years would pay offihe loan. 

Mr. P. agierd with Mr. Barnarp that the bill 
was hot Wasting as a measure of revenue. Why, 
then, produce such a universal shock to commerce, 
aud derange the business of the county still more 
ihan it was in 1837?) Why prodace a convulsion? 
why not prefer a gradual pree’ss? If, however 
enlightened merchants who bad looked to this 
Congress for relief were disposed to be sati-fied 
with such a bill as this, let them go for it. They 
can bear it from their masters. 

Here the hourexpired, and Mr. P. resumed his 
sea'. 

Mr. HABERSHAM addressed the commitiee 
inremarks mainly of a statistical characier. 

Mr H. gave notice that he would, when in order, 
offer the following amendmenis: 

l. To strike out alter the words “a duty of,” in 
the sixth line, first section, the word “twenty,” and 
insert the word “eizhteeo,” so as to read a “duty 
of eighteen per centum ad valorem.” 

2. Alter the word ‘‘jeweilery,” is the fourteenth 
line of the same section, to insert “blankets of 
wool, the value whereof at the place whence ex- 
poried shall not exceed seventy-five cents each.” 

[Tae effect of this amendment is to allow them 
to remain at their present duty of five per cent.] 

To insert after the fifth section the following 
section: 

Sec 7. And be it further enacted, That the value directed 
by the third section of the act of the 2dof March, 1833, to be 
assessed on goods, wares, and mercaniise at the port where the 
same sha!l be entered, sha!l be the value thereof at the toreign 
port Waence origiially shipped with tweive antahalf pec 
cenium thereon added theret», and that the duues to be as- 
sessel by virtue of this actafier the 30ch day of June, 1842, 


siall bs assessed on such value, with such addition and no 
other. 


Mr. MEDILL next obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the commitiee in a powerful argument 
against the bill up to the expiration of the hour al- 
loited h m, when, w:thout having concluded,he was 
interrupted by the chairman. He commenced by 
saylog that, if there was any one thing above all 
others, that the Whig party professed during the 
last Presidential canvass, it was that there should 
be-an economical administration of the public 
fiaances. ney loudly and falsely prociaimed 
that there had been great was e and extravagance, 
aod that there must be a reform. This was the 
great principle on which they fought the political 
battle. He never saw a papcr in his State, he ne- 
ver saw a single maa who was in favor of a Bank 
of the United States. Every single individual, 
during the canvass in his State, so tar as he was 
concerned, declared himself oppozed to a Bank. 
He mentioned this for the purpose of showing 
that the whoie question brought b:fore the people 
Was, that the past Administration had been cxtra- 
vagan; and that a change would secure a faithful 
administration of the public finances. Now at this 
ex'ra session, called especially for the relief of a 
suffering people, what did they hear? The geaile- 
man wo was piaced at the head of the Committee 
0a the Finances, and who derives bis ioformation 
directly from the Secretary of the Treasury, had 
allempied au estimate of what he supposed neces- 





Say ww conduct tne Government through the next - 


four years, and,whac standard was it that be fixed 
upon to measure his expenditures by? Way, 
he takes, said Mr. M. as his basis, the last 
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four years of the pas{ Administration—ihat period 


wiiich be and bis friends, pending the elections, de- 
nounced as extiavayautand wasiefa’, and proposed 
to bring his expenditures up to the expenditures for 
that period. Notwithstanding the four yeais thas 


_ taken by him were distinguished for extraordinary 


aod necessary calls for expeadiiure, which will not 
and cannot occur under the present Administration, 
yet he proposes for the meve ordinary affairs of the 
Goveinment for the next four years to expend as 
large a sum. But was there any necessity for 
passing the present measure at-this time? He 
wou!d not withhold the supply, if necessary for an 
economical administration of the Government, but 
believing it to be wholly unsecessary, he would 
not by bis vote place tn the hands of the Admints- 
traticn the means of waste and exiravagance. He 
weuld call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee to # period a little further back than thx 

four years of Mr. Van Buren’: adminis:ration. 
During the years, 729, °30, 31, and °32, the whole 
expenses of General Jackson’s administration were 
a little over fitiy-six milloas of doliars, which, di- 
vided by four, makes fourt en miliions and a litile 
over annuaily. The first four years ¢f General 
Jackson’s administration averaged fourteen millions 
and sixty-two thouiand four hucdred and sixty- 
nine dollars and some cenis. Yes, sir, the whole 
expenditures conneced with the affairs of the 
Government, and excluding the payment of 
the public debt, was the sum he had mentioned. 
Yet the pressnt cconomical Administration, 
which came in under the cry of retrenchment 
and reform, proposes to expend twenty-eight 
millions annually. During four years, tce, 
to which he had alluded, the income accruing 
in the Treasury was double the amount of the ex- 
penditure. Shortly afterwards, however, the pub- 
ite debt was paid eff, and the income of ihe Go- 
vernment continued to increase from the eustoms 
and the public jau’s. Under these circums'auces 
there were great te:tptations to extravagance, 
With the public debt paid off—an income an- 
nually accruing of thirty-four millions—it could 
not be expecied but that the appropriations 
made by Congress would approach somewhat to 
tue income, and consequently Congress appropri- 
a'ed some eighteen million of dollars more than the 
estimates sent irom the Treasury Department. 

But what were the extraordinary expenditures of 
the period to which he alluded? We find that large 
and increased expeaditures were made on account 
of breakwaters—or public laiprovements and re- 
paiis and coastruction of harbers. ‘Shere were 
not only these, but there were other appropriations 
made during that period, which could not be called 
the expenses of the Government, but which were 
made in investmen's, and which are now the com- 
mon property of the Union, and bring a yearly in- 
come into the Treasury. He alluded to the pur- 
chase of lands from the Indians, During the ad- 
ministra‘ious cf General Jacksonand Mr. Van 
Buren, there was paid for the purcha‘e of Indian 
lands fifteen millions five handred and thirty-five 
thousand seven bundred and forty-two dollars. 
Yes, the expenivres of that period included 


th 
we 


more than fifteen millions of doilars, which 
were paid out for the pablic lands, and 
which wil reiurn again into the Treasu- 


ry, and yct this wes :e' dowoa as one of the 
extravagances of the pas: Alministration. What 
more? ‘There wa. paid «at during the years 1837 
aud °38, for the removal of Indian inbes and the 
Wars consequent thereon, seventeen militons eight 
hundred and eighty-four thousand and seventeen 
dollars aud fifty-seven cents. tlere was a heavy 
expenditure, not for the ordinary affairs of the Go- 
vern nent, but for the purchase aud protection of 
the pablic domain, and which isnot likely to occur 
under the present Administration. This was not 
all. There was consequent upon the payment of 
the public debt a great increas of revenue, and this 
eacouraged the surviving soldiers of Uke Kevolation 
to claim that justice which had been so long wih- 
held from them. Their claims were favorably 
listened to by Congress, and the pension list which 
in 1832 was little over ene million and a half, was 
by the act passed in 1832, increased to over iour 
millions. Here then was an amount of forty or 
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fifty millions of dollars scattered through the fast 
years of Mr. Van Buren’s ardiminisiraion, and 
which cannot be expended@or iike purposes under 
the present. Mr. M. then took the two adminis~ 
trations of General Jackson an Mr. Van Baren 
together, and cstimated, notwiths!anding the heavy 
cxtraordinary expendittes he had before mention- 
ed, the average as twenty milllions eight hundred 
and ninety-one thousand annually. Why, then, 
asked he, did not the chairmen take thataverage as 
the basis of his estimates, instead of fixing upon the 
four years of ihe heaviest expend:ture and the most 
pressing emergcncics? We hear, suid he, the la-¢ 
administration denounce gd as extravagant and 
wasteful, and yet this cconomical Administration, 
whichwil have none of 1's extraordinary occa- 
sions for expenditure, proposes, for the next four 
years, to spend tweaty-eight millions, the highest 
sum that they expended. 

Mr. M. alter refuung the charge that the last 
Administration had leit a debt to be provided 
for by this, went on to show the means possessed 
by the present Adminisiration to carry on the Go- 
vernment ‘or the ensuing year, and rendering the 
supply proposed by the present bill unnecessary. 
The tweive million loan, the receipts from the 
customs, the balance already on hand, he estimated 
at twenty-one millions, and added to which there 
wasa large sam in the hands of the disbursing 
agents of the Government, not yetexpended. Mr. M, 
then went into an ¢xauination of the provisions of 
the bill, and showed thatit was parval aad upjust, 
onerous and oppressive,a breachof the compro- 
mise, add totally at variance witn the interests of 
the “suffering people,” the present extra session 
was called to relieve. Mir. M. enumerated the 
articles used by the poor and middling classes of 
the West, which were highly taxed, and contrasted 
with them: the articles used by the wealthy and 
manufacturing esiablishments, which were made 
duty free. ‘Tue articles used by the humblest in- 
cividual, he said, were taxed at the highest rate of 
duty, while those ased by the manofaciures and 
by the wealthy classes are to come in duty tree He 
found that low priced wool was taxed to the maxi» 
mum, while not a word was said about bigh 
priced wool, Tea and coffer, which were in 
sich extensive ute as to be classed among 
the necessaries of life were to pay the highest tax; 
while busts of plaster of Paris and marble are to be 
duiy tree. Paintings and copper engravings and 
specimens of national history were exempted. 
Now none of these decorated the log cabins ot the 
West, except the natural history; for all who at- 
iended the lg cabin gatherings during the last 
election will remember the specimens of natural 
history there exhibiied—the coon skins, gourds, &o. 





Afier having gone through with the list of duty 
free articles, and shown how little they were used 
by the community at jarge, Mr. M. was proceed- 
ing to comment on the contrast presented between 
the practices and professions of the present Admi- 
nistration, when the chairman in’errupted him, 
aad informed him that his hour bad expired, 


Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio followed Mr. Mepitt 
against the bill, He said taxation was a matter of 
very grave consideration either to a Jarge or small 
anount, and the way in which it was levied was 
also important. H* had the old fashioned notions 
of tue people. He believed in equal rights, and 
that the words of the Coustitetion, that “duties, 
imposts, and excises, sha'! be unifuim throughout 
the United States,” meaat something. As he was 
a subject of the sovere.gn people, he must ex- 
amine and see how this bill will affect his majesty, 
as well as the equal rights of his loyal subjects. 
He alluded to the consistency of this extra session, 
which withdrew four millions one day to distribute 
among the States and borrowed twelve millions a 
few days after, and then, in a few days a'ter that, 
discussed another billto indirectly tax the same 
dear people to put the money given away into the 
Treasury again. His constituen's were opposed to 
all tariff! games of hide and seck. They wanted 
simply the sun of Government regulation, not irre- 
guiation. He said wines and silks were not luxu- 
ries in the West—not a log cabin girl in his dis- 
trict thought she could live without her silk dress, 
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and as (or w nes, grapes were as plenty as apples 
there—and cider might as well be called a luxury. 

Mr. McKEON oppos®d the bill on the ground 
that it was unnecessary as a measure of revenue. 
He took the admission of his colleaeue [Mr. Bar- 
Wanp] that there woa'd, on jhe Ist of July next, be 
a balance of four millions of dollars in the Treasu- 
ry ag the batis of bis course on the bili. This was 
the admission of a fricnd of the present Adminis- 
tration, and the people of this country would cer- 
tainiy be astonished to find themselves oppressed 
With additional taxes by an Administration whose 
Jeading friends admitied there was a sufficient 
amount of money in the Treasury for the opera- 
tions of the Government. He trusted that this Ad- 
ministration would perform their promises to 
the country. It promised retrenchment, bat he 
was fearful, from the remarks he had heard, 
thre would be an increase instead of dimmution of 
expenses. He then referred to tables of expenses 
of the last four years, and pointed out reductions 
which could be made without any injury to the 
public service. He then estimated the revenue of 
the customs, under a proper revision of the tariff, 
and public lands, and showed they would yield 
eighteen or twenty millions of dollars, the amount 
he proposed as the extent of expenditures. He a'- 
luded to the opinions he had expressed a few days 
since in relation to direct taxation, as being one of 
the modes of :aising revenue. It checked extrava- 
gant expenditures—operated more equitably on the 
Jaboring classes 0} the country, and did not take out 
of the pockets of the producers millions to go in'o the 
coffers of capitalists. He read from a report of 
Mr. Cambreieng, mace in 1836, in which it was 
stated thatthe people paid by indirect taxation in 
one year, thirty-seven millions of dollars to the 
capitalists by taxes, besides twenty millions to the 
Government. Who would propose a direct tax of 
thirty-seven millions on the people to give to any 
men with exclasive privileges? Notawan. And 
yet they took that amount indirectly out of their 
hard labor industry in one year. He asked who 
would propose to take three or four millions out 
of the public Treasury and give it to the Siates, 
and then tax directly the people to raise that 
ameunt? Nota member. And yet tbat wa: done 
indirectly by the land distribution bill He ex- 
pressed only his own cpinions in favor of internai 
duties. He thanked the genthiman from Penssy!- 
vania [Mr. Incersoit) for the phrase. He hoped 
gentlemen would make the issue with himself and 
the genileman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruett,] 
and not the Democratic parity. He believed thu 
the prople would unders'and their own interests, 
and preter to pay twenty dollars directly to thirty 
dollars indirectly. He then showed the oppressive 
effects of this tariff systein on the agricultural inte- 
rests of the pation. He alluded to the immense 
interes's of the Union, iis commerce, and thatit did 
not become the House to cripple its energies. But 
when steam had bridied the Atlantic, they should 
not put toll gates at their end of the b:idge, and 
opp'ess our own people. He showed the fallacy 
of th: balance of trade, and amongst other :!a- 
tistics, produced a statement of the trade between 
France and the United States for fouricen years 
past. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor. 

Whereupon the commitiee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN then moved to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday by which the resolution pro- 
viding that the revenue bill be taken out of com- 
mittee at 12 o’clock to-mvurrow, (Fiiday,) was 
aJopted. 

Pending this motion— 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, July 30, 1841. 

At twenty mmnuates before 11 o’clock the Senate 
was called to order—present Messrs. ALLEN, Ben- 
ron, Bayarp, Buchanan, Catnoun, Cuoate, Clay 
of Ala‘ama, CLay of Keniucky, Ciayron, Fot- 
ron, Huntixcron, Kinc, Linn, Movron, Mitirr, 
Nicsoson, Prarntiss, Sevier, Smitn of Connecti- 
cut, Smirx of Indiana, Srurceon, Tappan, Wat- 
cer, Waite, Wiitiams, Woopsury, and Wricurt. 





Mr. BARROW presented a memorial of cit:zens 
of New Orleans, remons'rating agaiast the passage 
of a bill now before the Senate to exend the limits 
of the portof New O:leans: the memorial was laid 
on the table and ordere/ to be printed, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of P.iladelphia, praying Congress to exercise 
i's constitanonal power in passing a bankrupt law; 
the memoria! was laid on the tabie. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of 
Charlies. . Keller; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted a resslation to rescind 
the rule of the Senate, which requires that the 
doors be closed while in Execetive session, except 
in cases when they are engaged on treatics; which 
lays over one day. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolu- 
tion for the distribution of sevea hundred copies of 
the Digest of Pa‘ents was taken up, and after 
some explanation, was passed. 

BANKS IN THE DISTRICT. 

The bill to incorporate the Bank of the Metro- 
polis, the Bank of Washington, and the Patrictic 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washington; 
the F'armers and Mechanies’ Bank of Georgetown, 
in Georgetown; and the Farmers’ Bank of A!ex- 
andria, and the Bank of Potomac, in the town ot 
Alexandria, was taken up, the questien being on 
an amendment to authorize them to pay out and 
circulate the notes of suspended banks until the Ist 
of March, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, this was by no meansa 
new subject in the Senate. He noticed yesterday 
what he had ofien noticed before, that the discus- 
son was carried on as if the proposition was 
against these banks receiving the notes of non- 
specie paying institutions, whereas, that was not at 
all the question atissue. He had noticed, doring 
the reading of the provision by the Chair this 
morning, that the prokibilion istended by the 
amendment, now soughtto be stricken out, was 
against the paying out by those banks of irredeema- 
ble paper, and notin relation to the receivirg of 
it by the banks. The amen¢mentof the Senator 
from Missouri was to prevent these banks from 
paying out paper absolutely acd declaredly irre- 
cdeemable. 
ihrough this bodya National Bank, to reguiate 
the currency, the professed and boas.ed object of 
which is, to abate and finally drive out of the 
country all irredeemable paper, the same gen‘lemen 
who urged so prominently and de'erminedly this ob- 
ject, shoul now be found with equal zeal and ear- 
pesiness exerting all their powers to call into exis- 
tence six local banks in this District, for the avowed 
parpoce of enabling them to ciculate paper not their 
own, but of othec institutions, which avow they are 
not prepared to redecm their issues, and will not 
redeem them. These District banks are to be 
chartered on the delusive condition of redeeming 
their own issues in specie; while, at the same time, 
they are to be protected against suit, and liabili- 
ty to suit, by issues of notes, not their own, for the 
payment of which they are not liable, and which 
neither they nor any one else will pay ia specie. 
They are to be authorized to circulate the irre- 
deemable currency ef all the surrounding States; 
and consequently will not circulate their own 
notes in preference, because they would have to re- 
deem them in specie. 

These District banks have paid Congress a visit 
almost every session for the Jast six or seven years, 
for the purpose of obtaining renewals of their 
charters for short periods, the gentlemen on 
the other side always voling in their favor 
on every question. They declared, each time 
they voted, that it was the last vete of the kind 
they would give—something must be done to pro- 
duce soundness hefore the expiration of the short 
charters at each time granted. This was the third 
Congress in which be had noticed this course. He 
had thought the charters of these banks had expired 
two years ago on the fourth day of this month, and 
that now the whole two years allowed.them to close 
their affairs and finally wind up, had entirely ex- 
pired, but he learned that but one of those years 
had in fact expired on the fourth of the present 
month. When the question of recharter of thse 
banks came up in 1837, it was urged as an unan- 


It seeme! singular, afier forcing | 





swerable argument, that while ail the other insijtg. 
tions of the country were in a state of suspension 

it would be unjust to reqaie t.e-e banks to resume 
and sustain specie ;ayments—it would be time 
enough to ask them to pay when the New York 
and Eastera banks resumed. Well, the New York 
and Eastern banks did resume; and ‘hen it was urged 
that these District banks should not be required to 
make specie payments while the banks of the 
neighboring Siates were in suspension—wait til] 
the banks of Philadelphia resumed. There would 
then bea sound and whclesome currency. The 
Pailadelphia banks, and the banks of the neighbor. 
ing S’ates, continue in a state of suspension—:he 
District of Columbia is flooded with an irredeem- 
able currency—and these six hanks must be char. 
tered to remedy the evil. And how is thisto be 
done? By authorizing them, in their charters, to 
give a wider circulation to this irredeemable cur. 
rency! If it is urged that now is the time 
to secure a redeemable currency in this Dis- 
trict, the cry is, wait tll the great regulato;— 
the National Bank—forced on the country 
at this extraordinary convocation of Congress~ 
gets into existence, and when this splendid ma- 
chine is in ful] operation, the charter of these six 
banks will have given it something in this District 
lo operate upon—these banks will have circulated 
so much itredeemable currency that the beautiful 
effects of this great regulator will be more advan. 
tageously displayed. 

A good deal had been said about the distress of 
this District, and the great cry-out there was for 
the chartering of these banks to relieve this dis- 
tres. Well, now, when did this distress exist? 
Was it to be inferred from the active improve- 
ments going on in this city?’ He (Mr. Waicar) 
had not, within his recollection, in any one season, 
seen So many buildings going on, orsuch a general 
appearance of pro:perity—acd ail while there 1s 
not a bank in the District, and has not been for 
the last year. It is said the irredeemable paper of 
the surrounding States flows in here, and that 
every business man complains of it as a great evil, 
whch onght to be abated. The abatement of the 
nuisance they do want, but they do not want an 
addition to this circulation of irredeemable cur- 
rency. 

Tre Senator from Indiana [Mr. Siraj said 
yesterday that he never voted for a bank charter 
that he did not believe would be beneficial to the 
people. That was what he always considered in 
preference to the interests of those concerned in 
the corporation itself. Ii was certain, however, 
that most of the local banks of this country had is- 
sued and kept in circulation an irredeemable 
currency, declared by every Senatcr on both sides 
of the House, day after day, to be the greatest 
curse that ever efilicied any country, and for the 
cure of which it was so necessary to establish their 
great and splendid regulator, The Senator and 
himself, (Mr. Wriont,) had been a few years to- 
gether in this body, and be,(Mr. Wricnrt,) doubt- 
ed ifthe Senator had ever, during that period, 
been called upon to actupon the charter of one 
of these banks, that he did not vote for the bank 
presented, and in doing which it had not been the 
conclusion of his mind that these, and all benhs 
were for the benefit of the people. He did not 
recollect a single instance in which an cccasion 
was presented in this body, that the Senator from 
Indiana did not vote for a bankcharter. This was 
conclusive proof that he considered all banks, for 
the benefit ofthe people, more than for the benefit 
of the corporations themselves. He, (Mr. 
Wricur,) did dot impugn the sincerity of the gen- 
tlemen, in the conclusion to which he had 
brought his own mind, for he reaily believed 
that Senator thought he was voting for the bene- 
fit of the people. Certain it was, however, that 
the people did not benefit by an irredeemable cur- 
rency. The Senator, he thought, ia bis voices, had 
been in an error of judgment, not of purpose. 
What was the first paper presented here at the 
present session, in favor of the bill now about to 
pass? It was read from the Clerk’s tab'e, and was 
a petition from whom? From the directors and 
stockholders of these very banks. What did it 
say? That the condition of the people of the Dis- 
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trict was deplorable for the want of banks! Tnat 
the revival of these chariers was asked for the 
pen: fit of the people! Twat the people were in di-- 
tress and this action was called for to relieve that 
distress. Toe extension of the charters was not 
desired for the benefit of the corporators. Ob, no. 
It was for the bene&t of the people. Bat who 
made the call? Was it the people themselves? 
Certainly not. It was those interested in the cor- 

rations, the stockholders and bank  fiicers. And 
they said exactly as the Senator trom Indiana said 
yesterday, that it was ail for the benefit of the peo- 
jie—all for the pecpie, nothing for themselves. 

But, with regard to the amendment to the amend- 
ment now under discussion, as he understood it, the 
proposition was to let these six banks circulate and 
keep in circulation all the irredeemabie paper cur- 
revcy they can, up to the first of March next. By 
that time it is supposed there will be an effeciual 
remedy provided in the new Fiscal Bank. But 
when coes this great regulator go into operation? 
As its friends would make us believe, months be- 
fore that time. The irredeemable paper currency 
which it is to sweep out of existence, is to be 
gathered up in this District by these six banks, that 
the great regulator may show its immense and be- 
peacial power, by clearing it all ont in one fell 
swoop. What occasion is there for any irredeem- 
able currency ia this District? Is there a point in 
the whole Uuion so favorable for the maintenauce 
of specie payments as this Districi? Is there a 
point where specie payments can be sustained so 
cheaply, so conveniently, and so ceriainly? None 
All the disbursements of the Government here are 
made in specie, thus presenting daily a quantity 
actually circulated, far beyond the waxts of the 
District banks. He cone'uded by hoping the mo- 
dification offered by ithe Senator from Georgia 
would not be adopted, and that the amendment of 
ihe Senator from Missouri would be retained. 

The question was then taken on the ameddment, 


and it was concurred in—ayes 21, noes 18, as fol- | 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntiogton,Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Prentizs, Smith of In- 
diana, Ta\imadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fa!ton, King, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of Conn cticut, Stur- 
geoa, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and 
Yourg—18. 

The question then coming up on concurring in 
the amendment proposed by the Commitiee on ihe 
District to s'rike out the clause, 

Mr. MERRICK said the clause having been 
amended, the cbjections of the commitiee were ob- 
viated, and he hoped it would not be strickea out. 

Mr. ALLEN said if he understood the section 
ef the biil, it was to prohibit these banks from is- 
suing the irredeemable paper of other banks. It 
was a prohibition on the banks of the District. As 
it stood amended, the prohbidition was limited; and 
therefore the principle that these banks may issue 
irredeemabie paper was affirmed in the amendment, 
by the very limitation on it. He should, therefore, 
vote to strike out the amendment, because it af- 
firmed the principle that the banks migh', under 
any circumstances, even for a day, deal in the ir- 
redeemable paper of other banks. 

He did this, because he denied the power of this 

or any other Government to authorize their banks, 
or any individuals, \o pa:s as money the irredeem- 
able paper of any banks any where; he denied the 
constitutional power of the Government to do it. 
He askei the yeas and nays on the ques‘ion. 
' Mr. KING said he had voted against the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Geoigia, because he 
thought it wrong to charter a bank with a privilege 
to circulate irredeemable paper, ever for a day, 
much less for months. But he preferred to have 
the section stand, as it was some additional restric- 
tien. He hoped his friend from Onio would with 
draw his call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ALLEN would, atthe suggestion of his 
friecd from Alabama, withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. Bet he wished to state that he 
would never vole for a bank, and give it the pri- 
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vilege of Commencing business in a siate of sus- 
pension, evenforaday. Heshonid never vote for 
abank, at al’; butthose who thought it sight and 
proper to voie for banks, with certain restrictions 
and limitations, it seemed to him, ought to make 
one cf those limitations, that the bank should not, 
for one hour, by its charter, be authorized to sus- 
pend specie payments; or what was equivalent 
thereto, to deal in the irredeemable paper of other 
banks. 

It was the principle, therefore, against which 
he contended. The principle ought not to recog: 
nised in the charter self. He believed that the 
bill would be worse with the limitation, than 
without it, becaused it legalized the use of this 
irredeemable paper for a time, and he never 
would support itfor an instant. It was chartering 
six banks, with the privilege of beginning, and 
continuing in a state of suspension. 

The question was then taken, andthe motion to 
strike out the clause as amended was ‘isagreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK offered an amendment, to add 
at the end of the fourth section, a provision that 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as 
to prohibitsaid banks from issuing and paying out 
their own notes, of one and two dollars, during the 
continuance of the suspension of specie payments 
by the banks of Baltimore and Richmond. 

Mr. WALKER would content himself with ask- 
the ayes and noes; andhis only wonder was, that 
the committee, while they were about it, had not 
reported in favor of twelve and a half cent notes, 


} 
i 


Mr. MERRICK contended for the propriety of | 


the amendment, on the ground that the District 
was now fluvoded with sma!l notes of Jiitle or no 
value, and, if the amendment was adopted, they 
would be driven out of circula‘ion, and their piace 
supplied by notes that would be egaul in value to 
specie. 

Mr. WALKER said the courte of the party 
now in power as to the currency, was downward 
from bad to worse every day and every hour. 
They brought in the great Bank bill, originally 
limiting it to notes not less than ten dollars. Well, 
sir, ina day or two the Bank party came in and 
sunk it to five doliar notes. For what purpose? It 
was an open declaration of war upon the half 
eagles, the gold currency. It was to drive this 
currency out of the country to Europe, that the 
subjects of monarchies might have this better, this 
best currency, the very luxury of circulation. This 
gold, in Lalf eagles, was too good for us, aad must, 
therefore, be driven out of the coantiy. And for 
what? Forno other season thao to substiiute the 
five doijar notes of the Bank in order that it may 
reap the proiiis arising {rom the circulation of these 
small notes, and the profits from their loss and de- 
struction. Well, sir, we have finished the war 
upon the gold currency, and now commence the 
war on silver, ‘The bill for for the District banks 
as it was first passed, was limited to five dollar 
notes; now it is proposed to permit them to issue 
one aad two dollar notes, payable in specie during 
the suspen:ion in Baltimore and Richmond. Now, 
why issue the one and two dollar notes except to 
drive out of circulation the silver change, which is 
most abundant here, or would be if we did not ex- 
pel it and substitute one or two dolla’! notes. And 
why substitute them? For no earthly reason but to 
make a profit to the Bank from this cireuls- 
tion, and especially the profit arising from 
the loss and destruction of these small notes, 
which are ucually printed on the worst pa- 
per, that they may be the more readily destroyed 
in the hands of the people, and especially in the 
hands of the poor. Thus far the war has been and 
is being carried on against gold fist and then sil- 
ver; and Mr. W. feared, if we kept thus retro- 
grading, the war would next be made on copper, 
by is uing cent and halfcent notes. As to the li- 
mitaticn to the period of suspension, if the one and 

wo dollar notes, payab-e in and equivalent to spe- 
cie, would cirenlate in place of the depreciated pa- 
per, so would the silver. 

Mr. MERRICK said persons would not take 
the trouble to go with these small notes to the 
Bank for specie, but would sell the specie to the 
brokers, and get the three or four per cent. pre 
mium. 
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Mr. WALKER said this was most extraordi- 
nary. The holder of these small notes need not 
go to the bank for the specie to get the premium, 
unless the bank kept a *rokei’s shop; but the 
holder oi these small notes, if they would take spe. 
cie to the broker to get the premium, would, for 
the same purpose, takgabe smal!! specie notes there 
to get the same premi™M, and therefore the sole 
effect of this clause would be to enbance the profit 
of the bank by the issue of these small notes at the 
expense of the pecple. 

Mr ALLEN said the baniss had been rechar- 
tered six tin.es, he believed, and each time for a 
few years, with the a'legation on the part of those 
who asked for their charter, that a litth tme was 
necessary to devise some plan cf currency for ths 
District, by which there would be no wore oeca- 
sion for comp!aint on the part of the pecple. Some 
lime since the political aspect of this body was dif- 
ferent (rom what it now is, Then, these banks 
came here with applications for renewal of their 
charters; they asked it fora short time, and pro- 
posed themselves to take the charters with cer- 
tain very imporiant restrictions, At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, or the session before the last, 
when all the neighboring banks were in a sia‘s of 
snspension, these banks proposed to take their 
charters, with a positive obligation to go on and 
pay specie. Thestate of the currency was just as 
bad now as it was then; these banks had now no 
notes out, and therefore had ro risk to ran from 
any notes being pressed in onthem. They now 
come here, aud, after the vote of the Senate had 
been recorded in favor of these restrictions, and pre- 
vailed on fhe Senate to di>pense with the restric- 
tions—xot only thatone wiih regard tothe pay- 
ment of their notes in geld and silver, but that 
with regard to the denomination of them. 

Thus it was, as his fricnd from Missouri bad very 
justly observed, in the midst of ths universal 
wreck of the eerrency —ia the midst of the clamors 
of the whole Un'on—against the existing state of 
evils—they, their representatives, were absclately 
plungivg the country deeper into the mire, 
and were retrograding instead of advancing 
in the work of reform; that was what they were 
doing. This reminded him forcibly of a sentiment 
which te had read, which was that a party usually 
ends with the faalt their adversaries charged them 
with intending at the beginning. They charged 
gentlemen at the beginning of this contest, with in- 
tending to inflict on this coun'ry anexciusive paprr 
circulating medium. That party had incorporated 
banks, and they had seen them first go down from 
the standard of a specie basis, whicn they set out 
preclaiming as necessary, and back ng inch by 
inch they had got down ‘o notes of one dollar; and 
that, too, witha velocity, exac'ly proportionate ‘o 
the augmentation of the evil, as if the magnitude 
of the sovereigniy of the people was a reason saf- 
ficient for their representatives to augment the 
cative of their disasters. 

Yer, that party bad realized the great truth he 
had stated, that a party eads with doing what their 
adversaries charged them with intending at the be- 
ginning. They saw from the character of this con- 
test, that the paper-moneyed party would go, in the 
end, fora to'a! and exclusive paper cireu!ation; 
and now, he wished to be allowe! to state what 
would be the resuit—they wouli force tre Demos 
cracy to ge for an exclusive meta!lc¢ cireulation, 
and they would excite a contest in this country be- 
tween the owners of property and the p'underers 
of the people, which wouldend, as ali such contests 
had ended, in placing the Government on it. sure 
footing, and restoring to the people their long lost 
rights. 

If he were not influenced bya sincere desire to 
promote the interests of the people of this Dis- 
trict, rather than by a party desire, he would say 
to them “go on wih your one dollar notes, and di- 
minish them, until you get your denomination 
down to six and a quarier.cents; and by the time 
you get to that point, the coantry will be ripe for 
you ” 

Bat he opposed this thing, because he deemed 
it his daty—a daty whichevery Senator owed to 
the peopie of this District, as well as to the people 
of the common country, all of whose interesis they 
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reprerented. But this thing would pass—it 
was the destiny of this party that this thing should 
g9; and they would go with it, and they were but 
exciting the elements of a strife, the end of which 
they would see, when it wastoo la‘e for them to 
avoid its disastrous eenseguences. 

Mr. TAPPAN said th@¥Pmail notes to drive out 
small notes would not afford the remedy for the 
existing state of things, The remedy was with 
the people of the District themselves. He would 
say to them: “Thou tcol, put thy shoulder to the 
wheel, and call not on Hereules for relief.” Let 
the peop'e meet, and revolve that they will receive 
no note under five dollars, or deal with those who 
do recvive them, and the evil will be soon correct- 
ed. The banks made a clear profit of from ten to 
15 per cent. on their circulation below the denomi- 
nation of ten dolia’s, and this was made out of the 
mechanics and labcring men, by the Icss and de- 
struction of tnese no'es. If the people were wil- 
ling to submit to this state of things, they deserved 
all they suffer. 

The question was then taken on the amendmen!, 
and it was rejectéd—ayes 21, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merric«, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs Allen, Barrow, Bentoa, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sa ith ef Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, 
and Young--22. 

Mr. MERRICK moved an amendment to the 
section, providing that no loans shall be made to 
any officer or director of the Bank to a greate; 
amount in the whole than ten thousand dollars 
The amendment adds after the word “whole,” ihe 
words “iocluding ail unpaid balances on tormer 
loans.” 

It was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to restore the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill, which is as follows: 

“And be it further enacted, That each and every of said 
banksare hereby expressly prohibited from issuing or paying 
outor tendering any bank note or other paper ia discharge of 
their debis or liabilities of any kind, on any pretence whatever, 
which the particular bank making the payment or tender is not, 


at the time of such payment or teuder, in the habit of receiving 
at par, in payment of all noves or other debts due and payable 


at said bank, uncer pain of forieiing for every such offence 
double the sum so paid out or tendered in payment of its own 
debt or debits; one-half to the informer, and one-half to the use 
of the toewa or city in which the ofiending bauk may he situated, 
to be recovered by action of debt in any courtof competent ju- 
risJiction in the District of Columbia.” 


Mr. BENTON theught that, for a proper under- 
standing of this amendment, an essey on the “tha- 
bits” of the banks would be necessary. The habits 
of most oiher animals were the result of instinct, 
and were fixed and r-guiar; bat the habits of banks 
were sO variant and erratic that, un'ess there was 
a description of them from an official soure, there 
would be great danger that they would not be pro- 
perly understord. He thought there was a depar- 
ture from an established principle in giving the in- 
former ouly half: in the case of clerkships and 
offices, the infermer against the Democratic occu- 
pant got the whole. He asked for the yeas and 
nays on this provision depending on the “hzbits” of 
these institutions. 

Mr. MERRICK said the effect of the amend- 
ment would be to make the banks the endorsers of 
all the paper they circulated. 

Mr. WALKER said it was the most curious en- 
dorsing he ever heard of. He considered the pre- 
sent as ths most extraordinary farce ever enacted 
in that Chamber under the name of legislation. It 
was not on'y ridicaloas, but wicked. 

Mr. WRIGHT called the atiention of the Sena- 
tor from Maryland to the phraseotogy of his amend- 
men}; the word ‘ tender” being used in relation to 
bank notes not redeemable in specie. The Consti- 
tution of the Un:ted States expressly prohibits the 
States from making any thing a tender but gold 
and si!ver, and he supposed Congress was cquaily 
inhibited trom dong so. 

Mr. M2RRICK modified the section, and it was 
then adepied—ayes 25, noes 16, as foilows: 

YEAS—- Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 








Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Grabam, Hentingon, Ker, Mangam, 
Merrick, Milier, Morehead, Phe!ps, Porter, Pren- 
tics, Preston. Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tatimadze, White, and Woodbridge — 26, 

NAYS—Wiessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
Monton, Smith of Connec'icat, Sinrgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wiliams, Wright and Young—16. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to introdace a sec- 
tion to the bill providing for the extension of the 
charter of the Union Bank of Georgetown until the 
year 1847, for the purpose of winding up its con- 
cerns. Which moiion was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment 
of the bill, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

Y EAS—Meresrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, FPolton, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, Mancum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Poelp:, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodhridge and Young—30. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Kong, Linn, Nicholson, Smih of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tsppan, Walker, Williams 
and Wrigh'—14 

The bill to incorporate the Mechanics’ Relief So- 
ciety of the town of Alexandria was taken up, and, 
at the sueges'ion of Mr. KING, laid on the table 
until some information was communicated as to 
its operations and objects. 

LUNATICS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of pauper lunatics of the District of Colambia was 
taken up; and, afier having teen disenssed b: 
Mes rs. AERRICK, TAPPAN, WRIGHT, 
CALHOUN, SEVIER, ard others, the bill was 
ordered ‘o a third reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messcrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien,Choate, 
Clay of Keniucky, Clayton, Evans, Ker, King, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, and 
Young— 25. 

NAYS—Messts. A'len, Bates, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Falton, Linn, 


Mouton, Nicholson, Smith of Connecticut, Siur-, 


geon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright, 


—1l 


DISTRIBUTION BILL. 


The bill to cistribuie the proeveds of the sales of 
the public lands among the Srates was taken up. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiasa said i) waz not his wish 
to press ihe consjderation of the Lill at present. 

Upoa being asked when the bill would be called 
up-— 

i ir. SMITH replied that he would be able to 
name a day fer its consideration on Monday. 


HOME SQUADRON. 


The House bill making appropriation for a home 
squadr:n was taken up. 

Mr. MANGUM briefly explained the objects 
of the bill. 

Mr. BENTON offered an amendment, making 
it the daty of the Secreiary of War to cause the 
ships of war to be suppl:ed,in part, with canvass 
and cordage manufactured from American water- 
rotted hemp, until the experiment of its practics- 
biiity should be fully tested. 

Mr. B. spoke at some length in favor of his 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN sugges‘ed a moditication of his col- 
league’s araendment, so as to specify Missouri 
hemp. The hemp of that State brought twenty 
doliars more per ton than the Keniucky hemp, and 
dealersin the article stated that if water rotted, it 
was superior, and greaiiy superior to any other 
hemp, either domestic or foreign. 


Mr. CLAY thoughi the amendment was scarce- ° 


ly neces-ary. He gave some hi,tory of the water- 
rotted hemp ot Kentucsy, and other States. There 
was no doubt but American water-rotte 1 hemp was 
equal to any in the world, and there was no need 
of further exceriment, at proposed by the amend- 
ment. Ifthe Senator would embody his amend- 


| ment in a resolution disecting the Secretary of 


— 
War tomeke proposals fer the purchase of Aime. 
ricsn water-rotied hemp, he would vote fi ¢ jt, 

Mr. BEN TON thougit the amendment wes th» 
proper mode to altain the object—the em 
of American hemp in our navy. 

Mr. BATES expressed him:elf in favor of th: 
amedment; but ? 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CLAY 
of Kentucky, MANGUM, and KING, adverse to 
the proposition, as an amendment to the bi!] 

Mr. BENTON withdrew it, and the bil! was or. 
dered to a third reading. 

Mr. LINN moved that when the Senate <q. 
journ, they adjourn to Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped this motion 
would not prevail; and asked for the cause of it. 

Mr. LUNN said that the incessant labor attend. 
ant on the protracted sittings of the Senate in this 
hot and oppressive weather, had nearly «xhausted 
him, as well as many other members, and he 
thoucht a httle relaxetion absolutely necessary; 
and it would occasion no delay of the public busi. 
ness, for they would come there on Monday morn- 
ing invigorated and refreshed, and prepared to do 
as much in one day, as they would do in two with 
their present sensations of fatigue and lassitude. 

Mr. MANGUM said, perhaps to adjourn over 
one day would not retard the business of the Se. 
nate, as there was mach other business pressing 
on them at the Departments, and elsewhere, and it 


ploymen: 


. would also afford some respi'e from their labors, 


Mr. KING said if the gentiemen on the oppo- 
site side of the House would promise not to re- 
proach the Democratic Senators with delaying the 
public business; and if they thought the business 
could be dels yed without inconvenience to the su!- 
fering anc agonized people, whese cries for “ac. 
tion ” “action,” we had heard so much about, he 
would withdraw his opposition to the motion. 

The motien was then unanimously agreed to. 

The bill making an appropriation for a Home 
Squadron, was then read a third time, and passed. 

And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, July 30, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. BARNARD appzaled to the House to aliow 
him to present the proceedings of 2 public meeting, 
recently held in front of National Hall, in the city 
of New York, of citizens friendly to the pa:sage of 
a bill to incorporate a Bank of the United Siates, 
with the power to establish branches, &c At the 
request of the president of the meeting, Mr. B. de- 
sued to present thes: proceedings, aad he wished 
to ask that they be printed. 

Objection was made from various quarters, and 
the motion could not be entertained. 

Mr. FILLMORE, at the request, he said, of a 
number of gentlemen, asked leave to submit a mo- 
tion to print some additional copies of the tables 
which had been furnished to the House--iables of 
vast importance. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Ky. objected. 

Mr. WINTHROP asked leave at this time to 
present a memorial in riJation to the duty of 20 
per cent. on low priced weols. 

Mr. MALLORY objected. - 

Mr. DAWSON rose, he said, to discharge a 
daty imposed upon him by a most extraordinary 
constituent, who had made some most extraordina- 
ry propositions, which he was extremely anxious 
shou'd be presented to the House and referred to 
the Select Committee on the Currency, which had 
been sent to him (Mr. D.) for that purpose. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, as, he said, he would 
do to every thing thatin'erfered with the important 
business before ihe House. 

The business first in order was the motion sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. W. W. Irwin, to reconsi- 
der the vote of Wednesday last on the resolution 
providing that the revenue bill should be taken out 
ef Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union this day. 

Mr. I. then withdrew his motion to reconsider, 
and submitted the following amendment, which he 
desired to off-r when in ordei: 

And be it further enacted, Tiat the act of Con- 
gtess approved on the 14:h July, 1832, entitled 
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“An act to release from duty iron prepared for and 
actually Jaid on railways or inclined planes,” be, 
aod the same is hereby, repealed.” 

REVENUE BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BOTTS, the House again re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union, (Mr. Custiina of Massachusetts 
jn the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
pill in relation to duties and drawbacks. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Arnerron to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill— 

Mr. WISE (who wasentitled to the floor) ad- 
dressed the committee during the hour in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE having obtained the floor, 

Mr. ADAMS rose to correct a misapprehension 
or error into whch Mr. Wisz had tallen. He 
would notinterrapt the course of the geutieman’s 
remarks, bat with the permission of the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. FittmMore] he would take 
this occasion to set him rigat. Toe geutleman 
quoted him (Mr. Apams) as having said that the 
exiravagant expenditure under Mr. Van Buren’s 
administration was caused by the compromise act. 
Now hz had said no such thing. Whai he had 
said wat, that the beggary of the Treasury was 
caused by the compromise act. He believed that 
ihe mass of appropriations under that Adminis- 
tration was necessary, and that there was no ex- 
travagance. 


Mr. WISE replied that he did not misrepresent 
the gentleman; he had quoted the very words the 
gentleman Said he had used. 


Mr. KEIM said that, having been called sud- 
deuly from the city, he could not be present when 
ihe vote was taken, but that he desired to say that 
had he been present, he would have vo'ed against 
the bill H+ could not vote for it unless greatly 
modified. He regietted that he had not had an 
opportunity of explaining his views. 


Mr. FILLMORE, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, then addressed the House in 
further explanation of the bill, and in answer to 
the objections which had been urged against it. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the House, 
in pursuance of its order of Weduesday last, pro- 
ceeded, without further debate, to vote on the 
amendments, 

Mr. BREWSTER submitted an inquiry to Mr. 
Fitimone, the purport of which the Reporter could 
not hear. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs, 
BoarpMan and ATHERTON acting in that capacity,) 
on the motion of Mr. AtisRTon to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill; which motion, by ayes 
82, noes 119, was rejected. 

‘The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Lawrence to exempt from duty the articles of 
“tea and coffee.” 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding “molas+es, sugar, and salt.” 

After sume conversation on a point of order— 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Suretps and Sorters acting,) on the amendment to 
the amendment, which, by yeas 112, noes 84, 
was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Lawrence, as amended by the amendment of Mr. 
CLirFoRD. 

Mr. FERRIS moved to add to the amend- 
— as amended, the article of foreign coal. Re- 
jected. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
WELLER and Brown acting.) 

And the amendment, as amended, by ayes 57, 
noes 112, was rejected. 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the first section of 
the bill by striking out the words (in the 434 line) 
“brass wire suited to the manufacture of pins;” 
which amendment, by ayes 120, nays not counted, 
was adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the bill in the 
third line, by striking out the words “from and 
after the date hereinafter mentioned,” and _insert- 
ing the words “on and after the first day of Sep- 
tember, 1841.” 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the amend- 





ment by striking out the word “September” and 
inseriing January. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jecied. 

And the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLWORE moved to amend the bill by 
adding (in the 12th line,) alter the word “embroi- 
dery,” the words ‘and laces of thread, silk, or cot- 
ton.” Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. FILL WORE, the word “in- 
cluding paste” were inverted in the 14th lize, after 
the word “jewellery.” 

Seme amendments of phraseology, by way of 
transposition, was made, on motion of Mr. FILL- 
MORE. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the’ word ‘“al- 
monds” was struck out from line 38. 

A great numberof verbal amendments were of- 
fered by Mr. FILLMORE, «a!i of which were 
adopted. 

Mr. WISE moved an amendment admitiing cer- 
tain specified articles free of duty til! Juae, 1842. 
Rejected. 

Mr. PICKENS moved to amend the bill in the 
57 line by striking out the words “raw hides.” 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
James and ARRINGTON acting,) and, by ayes 55, 
noes 93, was rejected. 

Mr. HABERSHAM mived to reduce the culty 
from 20 to 18 per cent. Refused. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS of Maryland offered 
the following amendment, which was rejected: 


And beit further enacted, That the article of salt shall be 
admitted free of duty. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee offered the follow- 
ing, which was adopted: 


Provided, That the act of the Lith July, 1852, and the 19h 
section of tee act of 28th May, 18/0, allowing drawback on ruil- 
road 1,0n to States and corporations, be, and the same are here- 
by, repealed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Mary!and offered the foi- 
lowing amendment, which was rejecied: 

And be it furiher enacted, That silks, and al! goods of which 
silk ia the chief material, and linens, cambrics, and other 
manufactures of faz or hemp, imported vessels of the United 
States, of in vesseis of the State or country where the said arti- 
cle shall have been manufactured, shall be admitted upon pay- 
ment of a duty of fen per cent. on the nett market value at the 
place of importation, tehenever the said articles shall be the 
produce or manufacture of apy State or country which shail, 
by law, admit into such Stete or country, for consumption, and 
without exception, the articies of teheat, wheat flour, rice, and 


tobacco, ON TERMS OF RiCIPROCITY, to wit: at arate of 


duty not exceeding fen per cent. on the nett market value on the 
imporiation thereo!, when transporied thither in vessels of the 
United States, or vessels of such State or country; and which 
State or country shall 27f subject any of the said arucles to any 
excise duty, or other charge or restriction upon the sale or con- 
sumption thereof, greater than that to which the /ike articles of 
the growth or produce of such State or country shall be sub- 
jected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland moved to stiike 
out from the 55ch line of the first section of the biil, 
the words ‘flax unmanufactured.” 

A motion vas made by Mr. BREWSTER to 
amend this amendment, by inserting “ticklenburg:;, 
osnaburgs, and burlaps.” 

The amendment, and the amendment to the 
amendment, were both rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the original 
bill by striking out from the 60:h line the words 
‘“‘jnniper berries;” which an.endment was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved au amendmen', exemptirg 
certain specified aiticles from daty uitil June 30, 
1842. Rejected. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to amend the bill 
in the first section, after the word “jewellery,” in the 
14th line, by inserting the words “blankets of wool, 
the value whereof, at the place whence exported, 
shall not exceed seven'y-five cents each.” Re- 
jected. 

Mr. HABERSHAM wmored to amend the first 
section, in the 6th line, by striking out, after the 
words “a duty of” the word ‘ twenty,” and insert 
ing the words “eighteen,” so as to read ‘a duty of 
eighteen per cent.” Rejected. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend the bill by 
inserting in the 15th line, after the word “lead” the 
words “dry or.” Agreed to. 

Also, to insert “allow”? among the articles to 
remain atthe existing duties. Lest. 

Also, to insert “marrow” in the free list; also 
“type metal.” Both lust. 

Mr. W. moved to amend the 2d section so as to 
make all articles manufactured from two or more 
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materials pay the hizhest duty chargeable on either 
ingredient. Carried. 

Mr. W. also moved an amendment to the 3d 
section, in relationto the drawbacks on sugar and 
molasses. Lost. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to amend the bill 
in the 15-h line by “Mriking out the words “white 
lead dried or browned inoil.” Lost 

Mr. HASTINGS of Onto offered the following: 

Strike out the whole of the fifth section and insert—“And be 
it further enacied, That all duties imposed by this act shall 
be paid in cash, and regulated in the manner prescribed by the 
fifth section of the act “to alery and amend the several 
acts impusing dulies on tnpests, approved the Ith July, 
1332.” 

A vost namber of amendmenis, running through 
the space of two hours, were offered by the follow. 
ing centiemen: 

Messrs. HABERSHAM, T. W. WILLIAMS, 
J. W. WILLIAMS, RANDOLPH, W. W. 
IRWIN, WINTHROP, HASTINGS of Mass. 
SALTONSTALL, UNDERWOOD, WELLER, 
WISE, CAVE JOHNSON, ROSEVELT, 
MOORE, EVERETT, KENNEDY of Md. 
DAWSON, and JOHN CAMPBELL, nearly 
all of which was rejected. Of these amend. 
menis it was impossible for the Reporter to keep 
the run accuratsly. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following 
amendment, of which had given notice: 

Sc. 5. And be it further enacted, That after the 2d day of 
February next, there shall be lai, collected, and paid on all 
wines and silks, the growth, produce, and manufacture of 
France or her colonies, in whole or in part, thirty per cent. ad 
valorem: Provided, nevertheless, U the “Regie” of France 
shall, in the opinion of the President of the United States, be so 
modified as to reduce the price of tobacco in the leaf, the growrh 
and produce of the United States, to less than filty cents per 
pound in France, the duty on the wines and silks aforesaid shall 
be reduced to twenty per centum ad valvrem; and ifthe “Re. 


gie” shall be so modified as to reduce the price of tobacco in 
the leaf, the growth and produce of the Unites siaies, to leas 
than seventy-five cents per pound in France, but not aslow as 
fifiv cente, the duty on the wines and silke aforesaid aball be ree 


‘cd to iwenty five per centum ed valorem; andthe President 


oi the United st s shall, by bis proclamation, direct and fix 
the amount of duty to be collected on the wines and silke 
aforesaid, from time to time, under the provisions of this see. 
tion. 


hich amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the sixth 
section by limiiing the operation of the bill to the 
first day of Jaly, 1343, and no longer. 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs, 
Wiruams of Conn. and Bowne of New York ac’- 
ing in that capacity,) and by ayes 72, noes 33, wes 
rejected. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Md. moved to amend tke 
same section by imiting 'he operation of the bill to 
Junuary 1, 1843. 

Mr. STANLY svggested that the amendment 
should be so mod fied as to read “up to which time 
there shbali be no importations.” 

The question on Mr. Kunnepy’s amendment 
was taken, and by ayes 75, noes 81, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. EVERETT moved an amendment as a sub- 
stitute for the seventh section, providing that this 
act shail not be enforced afier three years from i's 
passage. 

Which amendment, by ayes 81, noes 90, wes re 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the seventh sec- 
tion of the bill was stricken out. 


Mr. SALTONSPALL propose! the followirg 


amendment: 

Strike out, in the 7th section, all after the word “effect,” and 
insert the following, v.z. “as follows: on ail articles imported 
or arriving from any port or place in Enrope, the West ladies, 
or any Atlantic port or place north of the equator, in forty-five 
days; on allarticles imported or arriving trom any Atlantic 
port or place south of the equator, in pinety days; and on all 
articles iinported or arriving from any port or plece beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, in ene hundred and eighty 
days from and after the passage of this act.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland then moved as a 
substitute for the original bill an amendment of 
which he had heretofore given notice. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN ofiered as an amendment 
to this amrndment the proposition (read this moru- 
ing) repealing the ac: of July 14, 1832, bat modi- 
hed his motion so as to incinde ail acts of Congress 
allowing drawbacks on duties on railrozd iron; 
which amendment was rejecied. 

And the amcndiment of Mr. Kexnnepy was re- 
jected. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the commuls 
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tee then rose and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House. 

And the question being on concarring with the 
Committee of the Whole in its amendment, and 
on ordering the billto be engrossed for a third 
reading — 

Mr. STANLY moved the 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON m 
and amendments on the table, 

M. WELLER asked the yeas and nays, which 
were orde;<d; and being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arsington, Atherton, Banks, 
Beeson, Bidiack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. 
Brown, Charlies Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Bat- 
ler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwetl, Joho Campbell, Cary, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
John B. Dawson, Vean, Dimock, Doan, John C. 
Edwards, Ferris, Joxn G. F.oyd, Chas. A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Gustine, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hanter, In- 
gersoli, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Litilefield, Lowell, Abra- 
ham McClejlan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mc- 
Keon, Marcifaud, A. Marshall, Mathews, Medill, 
Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Pickens, Piumer, Proffit, Reding, Rheuw, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Snyder, Secnrod, Sumter, Sweney, Tur- 
ney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood 
—92 

NAYS—Mersrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrieg, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, 
Blair, Boardiwan, Betts, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Browa, Burnell, 
William Butler, William B. Campbell, Thos. J. 
Campbell, Csruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Gar- 
rett Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, Everett, Fessenden, 
Filimore, A. L. F ster, Gamble, Gaies, Gentry, 
Giddings, Gozgin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Greig, Habersham, Hail, Halsted, Henry, How- 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Lawrenee, Linn, Thomas F. Mar- 
shali, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattecks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwe'her, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, O vsley, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powe!!, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ender Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Racseli, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Smith, Sollera, Sprige, Stanly, Stoxeioy, 
Sirattcn, Svart, Summers, Taliaferro, Jehn B. 
Thompson, Ricard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlisson, Triptett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Was'- 
ington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christo- 

her H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Vorke, A. Young, and John Young—123. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

* And the question recurring oa the motion for the 
previour que:'ion, there was a second. 

Mr. PROFFi? a:ked the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main qve stion, which were ordered, and 
being taken, were yeas 113, nays 96 

So the main question was orlered to be 
taken. 

The amendments were then read through, with 
the understanding that the question should be 
taken upon them geuerally, but that any mem- 
ber should except any particular amendment on 
which he might desire a separate question to be 
taken. 

All the amendments were concurred in, excep! 
the followinz, to wit: 

“an ameniment, appended as a proviso to the end of the 
the third section, which declares “that after the first day of No- 
vember nex', the act of 14th July, 183°, and the ninth scciion of 
the act of 28ch May. 153), allowing drawbacks on raijroad iron 
to States and corporations, be repealed.” 

W ich amendm-ni, on motion of Mr. DAW- 
SON was excepted, that a :eparate question might 
be taken thereon. 








evious question, 
ed to lay the bill 


Mr. TRIPLETT asked the yeas and nays 


on the question of concurring with the Commitiee 
of the Whols in this que-tion of concurring with 
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the Committee of the Whole in thit amendment; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were yeas 93, 
navs 119. 

So the House having refused to concur with the 
Committee, the amendment was rejected. 

And the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow, 

Wheieupon the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satourpay, July 31, 1841. 

The SPEAKER called the committees in their 
order for reports. 

MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. MORROW, from the Commitiee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill further to extend the 
time for issuing military land warrants to 
the cfiicers and soldiers of the Revolutionary 
army. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 
Mr. M. asked that it be engrossed for a third 
reading ; 

And the bill having been ordered to a third 
reading at this time, was read a third time and 

assed. 

Mr. MORROW, from the Committee or. Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill to extend the time 
for locating Virginia military land land warrants, 
end returning surveys thereof to the General Land 
Office. 

Te bill baving been twice read by its titlh— 

Mr. M. after a few words of explanation, moved 
that it be engrossed fora third readinz. 

Some conversa'ion followed between Messrs. 
HALL. C. JOHNSON, MASON of Ohio, and L. 
WILLIAMS. 

When Mr. HALL moved that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed to Wednesday 
next. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to ameni the motion hy 
adding thereto the words ‘‘and that the Diil be 
printed.”? 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to recommit the bill to the 
Commitiee on Public Lands, with instructions to 
report an amendment making an appropriation of 
five hundred thousand acres of land to satisfy 
Virginia military Jand warran's. 

Mr. G. said that it would be recollected, per- 
haps, that at an early period of the session he had 
given notice that at the proper time he should ask 
leave to introdece a bill for that purpose, but that 
aftr consultation with his col’eagues he had 
thovzht it best to unite m instructions to the com- 
mitiee to inquire intothe expediency of doing so. 
Tie House, by a vote, had instructed the commit- 
les to do so accordingly. That commitee had not 
yet repurted. The chairman waz now absent, 
aud as the session was drawing to a close, he 
though it but fair to give the instructions asked 
for. It wasa matter of moment to many of his 
constituents. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted to the Chair that the 
motion to postpone took precedence of the motion 
to recommit. 

The SPEAKER so decided. 

And the question being on the motion to post- 

one— 

Mr HOLMES bDricfly opposed it. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved the previous ques- 
thon 

And the question being takea on the demand for 
che previous qnestion, it was decided in the affir- 
mative—ayes 104, noes 34. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered, and, being 
taken, the bill wes ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

And onthe motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the bill 
was ordered to bs printed. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired if it would be in order 
for him to caliap the resolution heretofore offered 
by him in relasion to an amendment of the rales, 
providing that the yeas ani nass should be taken 
oo a'l amendmen's offered to the bank and revenue 
bills? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say it could 
be done ty unanimons consent. 


POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 


LT 








the District of Columbia, reported a bill providing 
for repairing the Potomac bridge. 

The bill having been twice read by its title, was 
re‘erred, on motion of Mr. U. to the Commitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill for repay. 
ing and repairing a portion of Pennsylvania ave- 
nue. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON raised the question of 
order, whether this bill came within the subjects 
embraced in the President’s Message, and c use- 
quently within the rule prescribing and limiting 
the action of the committees of the House curing 
this session? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
President had, in his Message, expressly recom: 
mended the interests of this District to the conside- 
ration of Congress. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the reading of the 
rule; which having been read— 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill was in or- 
der under that rule. 

The bill was then read twice by its title, and, on 
motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, was referred to 
the Commitee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ord<red to be printed. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BARNARD rose and said that he was di- 
rected by the Committee on the Judiciary to ask 
the Heuse to taxe up the bill from the Senate “to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United S ates,” that it be reada first and 
second time, in order that he might move that it be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole cn the 
state of the Union, and that it be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY said he objected. And he 
wished to know whether this was the regular re- 


pr rt. 

Mr. BARNARD said he had made the motion 
by order of the committee. 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. Barwaap that 
the business on the Speaker’s table would come up 
so soon as the committees had been called through. 

PURCHASE OF SITES, &c. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill making appropriations 
to purchase sites and to make ceriain sarveys, and 
for other purposes. 

Toe bill having been read twice, Mr. D. moved 
that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, aud that it be p inted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON raised the question 
whether this bill came within the rule limiting the 
subject-matters of action at this session. While 
up he might also say thatthe bill contained objects 
that had been rejected in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON said this subject formed a part 
of tle accompanying documents of the President’s 
me‘sage, and had been specially referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs by a resolution of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER read the following passage from 


the message of the President of the United States: 

“No time should be lost in placing our principal cities on the 
seaboard and the lakes in astate of entire security from foreign 
assanit, 


Mr. KENNEDY of Md. rose to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
(Mr. Dawson) if it was the intention of that com- 
mittee to follow up tke recommendations of the 
Secretary of War, and to report an appropria- 
tion tor new forts, and especially for Soller’s 
Poict. 

Mr. DAWSON was understood to reply that it 
ceriainly was the intention to do so at the next ses- 
sion of Congress. Bat now the committee had con- 
fined themselves to the purchase of sites. 

Mr. McKEON made a remark or inquiry which 
the Reporter cou!d not hear. 

Ani the bill was then referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. B:DLACK rose, and said he would ask the 
indalgence of the House to permit him to inquire 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, [Mr. Dawson.] who had just reporied a bill 
relating to the national defence, whether that com- 
mittee had taken into consideration a memorial 











